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A series of Jesus’ parable:  
Luke 11:1-13 

“How much more will your Father in heaven give…?” 
 
 
Introduction 
 
The church’s centenary anniversary is next Sunday.  
 
“A praying church” has been one of GBC’s strongest identities and its tradition continues. 
 
Are we willing to prepare church’s next 100 years with prayer?  
 
What is God’s heart for our prayer and people who pray?  
 
Luke 1-13, which contains a parable, may reveal it.  
 
 
Even your neighbour will give what you ask!  
 

5 Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight and 
say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, 
and I have no food to offer him.’ 7 And suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. 
The door is already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and give you 
anything.’ 8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread because of 
friendship, yet because of your shameless audacity he will surely get up and give you as 
much as you need. 

 
Some cultural characteristics of the first-century Middle East. 
 

(1) Hospitality was considered as a sacred duty.  A visitor had to be welcomed and cared 
for regardless of arrival time.  
 
(2) A visitor arriving at someone’s house was not only a guest of that house, but a guest 
of the whole village. Everyone in the village was bound to help the host to serve his guest.  
 
(3) Breads were baked using a community oven according to a roster. So everyone in the 
village knew who had freshly baked bread that day.  

 
Unexpected guest arrived at inconvenient time.  
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First question - Would you have the nerve to go wake up the neighbour and possibly his 
whole family?   
 

Heb. 4:16 -  
Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 

 
Second question - Would you go back empty-handed or would you keep on being bold?  
 
In the verse 8, the Greek word ‘anaideian’ for “shameless audacity” comes from  the root 
word ‘Anaideia’.  It combines two qualities: boldness and shamelessness. 
 
The term implies:  

1) the neighbour will get up and give for his own honour. If not, it will be a shame. 
2) the host is standing shameless meaning ‘without shame’.  

 

There are divine side of principles and human side of principles. 

• The divine side - When we pray, God releases His power for what Jesus has done 
for us.  
 

• The human side - Bible describe many aspects of effective prayer that we should 
strive for:  
 

o Faith (Matthew 21:21-22; Mark 11:23-24; 1 John 5:14-15) 
o Right relationships, including husbands honouring wives (1 Peter 3:7) 
o A righteous or holy life (Psalm 66:18; Isaiah 59:2; 1 John. 3:19-22) 
o Earnestness or persistence (Isaiah 30:18-19; 62:6-7; Matthew 7:7-11; 

Luke 18:1-8; James 5:17) 
o In accordance with the will of God (1 John 5:14-15) 
o In the name of Jesus (John 14:13-14, 26; 16:23-24) 
o Pure motives (James 4:2-3) 
o Boldness (Hebrew 4:16) 
o Forgiveness (Matthew 6:15; 5:23–24) 
o Prayer of agreement or unity (Matthew 18:19-20) 

 

Father’s heart – “I desire your bold, even shameless, prayer. You pray with nerve; I will hear 
and respond”  

 

Abraham’s prayer with nerve in Genesis 18:23-25 -  
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23 Then Abraham approached him and said: “Will you sweep away the righteous with 
the wicked? 24 What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will you really 
sweep it away and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in 
it? 25 Far be it from you to do such a thing—to kill the righteous with the wicked, 
treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of 
all the earth do right?” 

 
1 Samuel 12:22 -  
For the sake of his great name the Lord will not reject his people, because 
the Lord was pleased to make you his own. 
 
Psalm 23:3b -  
He guides me along the right paths for his name’s sake. 
 
Psalm 106:8 -  
8 Yet he saved them for his name’s sake, to make his mighty power known. 

 
Jesus’ main point in the parable:  
When you make a bold request, even an average neighbour would get up at inconvenient time 
and give what you need. Then, how much more will your heavenly Father respond to your 
request when you impudently ask him? 
 
Even human fathers give good gift!  
Then how much more will your heavenly Father give…?  
 
9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door 
will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to 
the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 
11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he 
asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to 
give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask him!” 

 

Jesus’ main point continues from the previous parable:   
Even human fathers who are sinful know how to give good gifts to their children. Then, how 
much more will your Father in heaven give….?   
 
The Holy Spirit! Why? 
 

Colossians 1:16 -  
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For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created 
through him and for him. 

Ephesians 6:12 -  

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of 
evil in the heavenly realms. 

 

Romans 8:32 -  

He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, 
along with him, graciously give us all things? 

 
Father’s heart – “I know what is best for you. Therefore, I give you the Holy Spirit when you 
pray.”  
 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 -  
16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet 
inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles 
are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.18 So we fix our eyes 
not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what 
is unseen is eternal. 

 

Conclusion  
 

The Lord’s Prayer - Jesus gave it to the body of Christ.  

The Holy Spirit is the answer to the Prayer.  

Let’s pray it together now and for the next 100 years and more.  

 

Our Father in heaven,  
Hallowed be Your name.  
Your kingdom come.  
Your will be done  
On earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us day by day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins,  
For we also forgive everyone who is indebted to us. 
And do not lead us into temptation,  
But deliver us from the evil one.  - NKJV 


