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Series: “Who is this Jesus?” A study in John’s Gospel 

Message 6: Jesus is the “Great Shepherd” 

Text: John 9-10 

Introduction 
Today, we examine in our series “Who is this Jesus?” – an exegetical overview of 

John’s Gospel, the claim made by Jesus that he is the Shepherd of all who trust in, 

and obey Him. We carefully examine chapters 9 and 10 of John’s gospel, in an 

attempt to understand more fully the relational dynamics of Jesus (The Chief 

Shepherd) and us as his disciples (his sheep). In so doing, it is hoped that we will 

aspire to an ever-deepening relationship with Jesus, of loving trust and faithful 

obedience, which will give to us and others proof positive that we are authentic 

biblical Christians.  

 

 

1. The shepherd provides everything for his sheep (John 9:1-12) 

Regardless of whether our sickness or suffering is caused by sin, living in 

a fallen world, Satan,  or allowed by God, healing promotes the exercise 

of faith, the release of God’s grace, and provides clear testimony of God’s 

provision for His people. 
In this passage, Jesus, exercising the grace of God, selects out a man blind from 

birth to heal through a miracle. Jesus could have bypassed him for another, but 

sovereignly chose this man to heal and demonstrate God’s love and confirm his 

claim of deity. 

 

 

 

2. The shepherd safely leads his sheep (John 9:13-34) 
Just as Jesus healed a man of his physical blindness, He can totally free 
us from our spiritual blindness and lostness, providing us direction in life 
because He is the “Light of the World”. 
The stunned neighbors brought the newly sighted man to the Pharisees in the hope 
of an explanation of what has just happened for it defied their understanding and 
experience. Now, Jesus had performed this miracle on the Sabbath, and in the 
process had made mud (9:6, 14). This was “work” according to the earlier rabbinical 
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rulings, and as such was forbidden on the Sabbath. Theology then demanded that 
Jesus be classified as a “sinner” for working on the Sabbath, but reality demanded 
that they acknowledge a miracle that required the exercise of God’s creative 
power. This left the Pharisees theologically between a rock and a hard place. The 
Pharisees could not decide what their response to Jesus should be. Jesus didn’t fit 
their man-made theological constructs. There’s an important lesson here for us at 
GBC. Authentic Christian experience will never violate Scripture. It may run 
contrary to our narrow interpretation and understanding of Scripture but this 
doesn’t mean that is not of God. When a person gives evidence of a work of God in 
his or her life, we need to re-examine our understanding of God’s Word.  
The blind man (as a new follower of Jesus) saw more clearly than the spiritual 
leaders and gave the simplest and most profound of answers to his persistent 
interrogators “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I 
was blind but now I see!” (John 9:25). To this man, Jesus was clearly a prophet: one 
of those men called and empowered by God, who spoke and acted on God’s 
authority rather than the authority of man. Thus he was a leader outside of the 
jurisdiction of the Pharisees  

 
 
 

3. The sheep compulsively follow the shepherd (John 9:35-41) 

When Jesus sets us free to enjoy the life He intended for us to have, we 

are by love compelled to follow and worship Him. 
Later Jesus looked for an found the man he had healed. The man undoubtedly 

recognized Jesus’ voice, though he had not seen him earlier. When Jesus identified 

himself as the “Son of man” -  a messianic title that implied deity, the man fell on 

his knees and worshipped Jesus.  

 

 

4. The shepherd and the sheep are strongly bonded together (John 

10:1-21) 

True Christianity is an intimate, personal relationship of integrity, 

transparency, loyalty and love between Jesus and His disciples that 

cannot be counterfeited over time. 
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Jesus claimed to be the “Good Shepherd of God’s sheep” but also the “Gate for the 

sheep”. Jesus is claiming that he not only provides his followers with abundant life 

(John 10:10) but that he also provides them with protection (John 10:7). Jesus lays 

down his life for his followers and they recognize him as their protector. Jesus was 

and is prepared to give his life to protect his followers.  

 

 

 

5. The sheep know and are committed to their shepherd (John 

10:22-42) 

The true believers readily identify, hear the voice of, implicitly trust in, 

and are excited about Jesus, His Word and His miraculous presence. 

Jesus had been telling everyone of His real identity, and had confirmed it by 

miracles, but many refused to look and listen. Jesus’ miracles cried out his identity, 

but for many this was not enough. In response to their persistent questioning, Jesus 

continued to tell them that he was the Messiah, the Son of God and the Son of 

Man. Finally, Jesus told them the reason for their unbelief. It was that they were 

not his sheep.  

 

Challenge 
Our series is entitled “Who is this Jesus?” The challenge in this sixth message is this 

question personalized. “Who is this Jesus to you right now?” The question must 

not be reduced to a theological answer. It is a personal questions. It has less to do 

with what your believe and more to do with where your heart is at in relation to 

Jesus.  

Based on the rendering of Psalm 23 from the Passion Translation of the Bible comes 

the following prayer to conclude this message….. 

 

Prayer 
Lord Jesus, you are my best friend and my Great Shepherd. In you I always have 
enough. You offer me a resting place in your luxurious love. You lead me to an oasis 
of peace – the quiet brook of bliss where you restore and revive my life. You open 
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the way to God’s pleasure and lead me along in your footsteps of righteousness so 
I can bring honor and glory to your name. Lord Jesus, even when your path takes 
me through the valley of the deepest darkness, fear will never conquer me for you 
already have conquered fear in me. You remain close to me leading me every step 
of the way. Your authority is my strength and peace. The comfort of your love and 
presence takes away my fear and loneliness. You are my satisfying feast even when 
my enemies aggressively fight me. You anoint me with the fragrance of your Holy 
Spirit and satisfy me thirst until my heart overflows. You give me confidence to face 
the future without fear. Your goodness and love pursue me all the days of my life 
and when my life is through I will return to your glorious presence. I thank you Jesus, 
my Great Shepherd, for your goodness and love that pursue me all the days of my 
life and onward into eternity. 
 

For reflection and discussion 

Reflect on the following questions and if possible share your thoughts 

with others. 
1. Do you experience Jesus as the “Shepherd” of your life? If so, in what way?  

2. How have you experienced sickness or suffering in your life, and how have 

you experienced God’s healing intervention? How have you exercised faith, 

experienced God’s grace, and given testimony of God’s work through these 

experiences? 

3.  In what ways has Jesus removed spiritual blindness in your life and given you 

freedom to walk in His guiding light?  

4. Has your experience of Jesus in your life and your associated freedom, 

deepened your worship of Him? 

5. How would you describe your relationship with Jesus? Does it indicate 

integrity, transparency, loyalty and love over time?  

6. In what way do you hear the voice of, implicitly trust in, and are excited about 

Jesus, His Word and His miraculous presence? How could you deepen your 

relationship with Him? 

7. Spend time praying for the needs of those with whom you are sharing.  


