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Compiled by Glenda Brooks 2021

Most of the information for the following document originates from 1958 as 
annual reports of Greenslopes Baptist Church were available for the 
majority of years from that time. I have presented the facts as I have 
discovered them and regret any errors or omissions. Any opinions 
expressed are mine or come from church reports.
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But now we look forward, keeping our eyes fixed firmly on Him the Author and 

Finisher of our faith to what is going to happen in the next hundred years. We are 

in His hands, there is no safer place to be, and we look forward to His leading so 

that as a fellowship we can be Touching Heaven – Changing Earth.

Dunellan Baptist Church

November 4th, 1920

Minister: Rev. Isaac Bugg Secretary: Mr. C. W. Yarrow
Treasurer: Sister Grace, followed shortly after by Mr. Sam Bowring 
Deaconess: Miss E. E. Smith (Sister Grace)
Sunday School Superintendent: Mr. David Webster

Foundation Members:

Miss E. E. Smith Mrs. Annie Haggarty
Mr. C. W. Yarrow Mr. Samuel Bowring
Mrs. E. Yarrow Miss Lily Bowring (Mrs. J. Taylor)
Miss Liala Yarrow Mrs. Alice Bowring
Mrs. Sarah Forbes Mrs. Dorothy Webster
Mrs. Maud Redlich Mr. Albert Webster

Mr. F. Redlich   
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The history of Greenslopes Baptist Church stretches back further than the century that is being 
celebrated at this time in 2020-21. In 1889 John Olsen and William Lang commenced open air 
meetings at the corner of Dunellan and Logan Rds just a block from the current day building at the 
corner of Dunellan and Henry Sts. This work was commended by the Baptist Union of Queensland 
(now known as Queensland Baptists). By 1897, John Olsen who was a blind man had begun a 
Sunday School in a vacant butcher's shop at the corner of Douglas St & Logan Rd. By 1898, the 
Sunday School had moved to John Olsen's home at the corner of Dunellan and Thomas Sts.
In 1899, an allotment of 16 perches (just over 404 sq.m), was purchased in Cedar St and a small 
building was erected. The property was bought in the name of “Baptist Association of Queensland” 
with Miss Schroder the first Secretary and Mrs. Bennet, the first Treasurer. The church operated here 
until 1913 growing under the efforts of David Webster and Sister Grace. 

Sister Grace

1913 The building was moved to the present church 
site on the corner of Henry and Dunellan Streets with 
the entrance from Henry Street.  The Cedar Street site 
was sold. Later another block was purchased in Henry 
Street and the building moved to the site of the 
present Sunday School Hall. David Webster, the 
founder of the Webster Biscuit Factory, became 
superintendent of the Sunday School in 1917. The 
Rev. Walter Jarvis and Sister Grace visited homes in 
Greenslopes resulting in a large increase in Sunday 
School children necessitating a large tent to be 
erected on the vacant land to accommodate the extra 
children on the site of the present church building. 

Early that year an evangelical mission was organized and conducted on the site of the present 
Greenslopes School grounds. A moving testimony to the effectiveness of that mission is seen in the 
words of Sister Grace: ‘I asked the Lord to give us six souls, and He gave us seven!’ 
The Dunellan Baptist Church was founded in 1920 and for a short time Rev. R.O. Frewin became 
pastor. The Rev. Isaac J. Bugg 1920 -1925 was stationed at Thompson Estate Church with a circuit 
responsibility for Dunellan and Coorparoo.

Rev Isaac Bugg

PASTORAL MINISTRY AND MEMBERSHIP

Rev Rupert Frewin
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After this Rev. E. V. Keith was appointed 
by the Home Mission Society to the 
oversight of the Dunellan Church, 
holding this position until 1932. The 
Dunellan Church became an 
autonomous work with Rev. E. V. Keith 
being the first ordained minister of this 
independent fellowship. The name was 
changed to Greenslopes Baptist 
Church. 
 
A church building fund was opened at 
this time because of the desire to build a 
new church on the corner block

Rev. R. Horn began his ministry at Greenslopes in April 1932. A plan to build a new church was 
devised and the foundation stones of the church were laid by Rev. B. Hewison, then President of the 
Baptist Union of Queensland, by Mr. D. Webster and Sister Grace. 
Rev. Moon served as the interim pastor until Rev. Heathercommenced in 1936. The church was 
officially opened on Saturday, 14th December. The church had raised two hundred pounds and the 
Baptist Union loaned the remainder which was repaid within seven years. With an eye to the future, 
the building at 41 Dunellan St was purchased in1921 as a future manse and rented until Rev. 
Heather arrived. The manse was enlarged and was the residence of each succeeding minister until 
the end of Rev. Doug Cran's tenure in 1990. From 1936 until 1939, the membership of Greenslopes 
Baptist doubled. During Rev. Heather's ministry a house was purchased and used as a meeting 
room for Christian Endeavour and Young People's Fellowship.

Laying the Foundation Stone

Rev Moon

Back: E V Keith, C J Kajewski, H W Dart, A H 
Abbott. Front: W D Grimes (Sec), W Bell (Principal) 
W R Smith (Treas)



6

Rev. Heather was followed by Rev. English and a combined ministry by Rev. Paton-Dawson and 
Rev. Shaw. In 1948 Rev. E.V. Marks and his family arrived and ministered at Greenslopes until 
1956. During this time a church plant was started at Majestic Park and Boys' (1948) and Girls' 
(1950) Brigades were begun. The present Sunday School hall was built in April 1952 with the 
foundation stones laid by the Rev. P. J. Evans, then President of the Baptist Union of Queensland 
and Mr. M. J. Jones Superintendent of the Sunday School. The original building, which was 
erected in Cedar Street in 1900 was moved several times, and later sold and moved to Sandgate.  
Rev. McKechnie pastored for a short time until Rev. Hawley arrived. During Rev. Hawley's ministry, 
the work at Majestic Park grew under the leadership of John Colledge and members from 
Greenslopes working there with him. The Carillon was built in the roof of the hall and the bells 
pealed out calling people to church until the beginning of the 1980's. Monty Jones was the church 
Secretary during this time. Many from the church helped with the Billy Graham crusade in 1959.

   Opening the 

     Sunday School  

          Hall 

Entry from Henry St
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       Rev E.. V. Marks
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Rev Hawley

Church with old hall building behind
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While there was no permanent pastor in 1960, Rev. Neville Kirkwood served as an interim before 
going to Assam in India. In 1960, a decision was made to open the church from 7am to 7pm for 
prayer. This was possible as Dud Yarrow became the cleaner/caretaker. He continued in this role 
for many years. Rev. Bilu B. Shangma and Rev. Girith Chism from Pakistan visited. The new 
church at Majestic Park was opened (though still a branch of Greenslopes). The Movie Projector 
fund which had begun a couple of years before grew. In 1961, Rev. Bird was interim pastor and a 
call was issued to Rev. R. Nowlan. Greenslopes hosted the Baptist Theological College Inaugural 
tea and public meeting which was well attended.

Rev. Kirkwood Rev R. and Mrs D. Nowlan

During 1962, 43 Dunellan St was purchased and renovations were made to the manse. Many folk 
attended the Leighton Ford crusade. By 1963, membership at Majestic Park had reached 36 and 
their hall was completed. Brian Brinkley succeeded Monty Jones as Secretary. In 1965, Majestic 
Park became autonomous with a membership of 58 (membership at Greenslopes at this time was 
138). Greenslopes took part in both areas of the Australia – Missouri crusade with Rev. Alvin Hall 
preaching at Greenslopes and Rev. Nowlan responding to preach in Missouri. During the crusade, 
4,400 homes were visited and 65 children were added to the Sunday School. Total attendances 
were 1775 with 150 on Ladies' Day. There were 19 decisions to follow Christ with 18 re-
commitments or requests for baptism. A creche was established to look after the young children 
during the morning service. During this time the mid-week prayer time was expanded to include a 
Bible Study. The church membership also decided to go to a committee system in order to have a 
greater number of members involved in the workings of the church.

Rev. Nowlan was issued with a second call to the pastorate and this was accepted. Jim Redlich 
took over as Secretary and Miss Belle MacMahon was appointed as a deaconess to the church 
staff. At Orakana, Papua missionary, Dick Donaldson was injured by a bull. Much prayer was 
offered for his recovery and a gift of $200 was sent to his family. In 1967, Ian Yarrow was in 
Vietnam with the Australian Military and Lester McGrath was training with the RAAF in Canberra. 
Dr Akbar Hagg held a pre-crusade to the Billy Graham event with many of the members acting as 
counsellors. Bibles were sent to West Irian (now called West Papua) and Gospels of John to 
Nigeria. The Young People's Senior Christian Endeavour started leading the prayer time prior to 
the evening service. A creche was begun under Fay Clausen, and Jim Conwell was taking care of 
property matters. In 1969, the Tarragindi church requested assistance from Greenslopes to help 
them become financially independent and this was provided.
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1970 was the 50th anniversary for the church. Excerpt from the Jubilee Report: “It has been a 
very interesting and stimulating period over these past months since we began celebrating our 
Jubilee. We have endeavoured to invite, as far as possible, previous pastors of our church, men 
of the church who have gone into the Ministry and those who have gone out on missionary 
service to once again exercise their ministry as the occasion arose and use their talents in a 
meaningful way.” These included Ken Cairns, serving in Fiji, Rev. Marks, Rev. Kirkwood 
(returned from Assam), Dorelle Edmonds (African Evangelical Mission), Revs. I Kilvert 
(Adelaide), Stan Solomon (Murgon), Hands (Currajong), Graham Paulson, E Keith, R Frewin, 
Heather, Hawley, Percy Wolter, N Weston. Tape messages were also received from Revs. R. 
Horn, N. Horn, Dick & Audrey Donaldson, Ken Cairns, Howard & Valerie Thirkettle and Dorothy 
Tweddell. Of the thirteen foundation members, nine had been “transferred to higher service”, one 
was unable to come, one’s whereabouts were unknown and the remaining two attended the 
services.

Between 1920 and 1970, 547 names were registered on the membership roll, plus a countless 
number of adherents who have contributed to the work of the church. Jim Redlich, the 
Secretary at this time, stated “In this period of Jubilee then, let us rejoice and be thankful for the 
opportunities that have been ours in past days – opportunities of extension into Holland Park – 
into Majestic Park- and now opportunity to help Tarragindi, as well as the many countless other 
ways connected with Departments of our Church and Sunday School as well as through 
personal contacts.”

VERSE SPEAKING CHOIR 1953

Back Row:Andrea Redlich, Yvonne Castle, Betty Bristow, Lorraine Conwell, 
2nd row: Rosemary Kavanagh, Joan Worthington, Beverley, Fryer,
3rd Row: Betty Smith, Leader: Shirley Bradley
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In 1971, planning alterations and additions were submitted to the Brisbane City Council for 
approval and when this was given the manse kitchen and bathroom were renovated. During 
August the Sunday morning service was recorded and then broadcast on the radio station 4KQ. 
At the end of 1972, Rev. Nowlan concluded his ministry, being followed by Rev. Frank Williams 
for 5 months prior to the calling of Rev. Len Maycock. A new innovation was the purchase of a 
cassette recording machine and copier. This allowed those unable to attend services or away for 
any reason such as illness or holidays to listen to the services. Andre Hodge (de Paris) looked 
after the recording with Peter Boys filling in if he was away.

During this time of growth of the church there was also growth in the property. The plans for  the 
proposed extensions to the hall were approved by the Brisbane City Council. This work was begun 
in 1975 with a quote of $66,896 from Mr. D. Pearsall being accepted. Excavations were carried out 
under the Youth Centre, walls and windows were installed and it was carpeted and furnished. The 
Youth Centre renovations were completed by 1975. The Queen's Birthday in June was celebrated 
with the demolition of the old Christian Endeavour building. A bookstall was started under the care 
of Marwood Tweddell to offer a range of literature to the membership. In 1977 a project to open a 
hostel for young single men was begun. Greenslopes in partnership with the Baptist Union raised 
money and contributed practical help to enable Talera Lodge to open by 1979. At that stage it 
provided accommodation and taught practical life skills to young men. Later it became a 
counselling centre run by Queensland Baptist Community Service.
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Rev Len & Dorothy Maycock

Re-entry Crusade took place on the 2nd to 9th April 1978 with Rev. Charlie Thompson from Atlanta, 
Georgia as the guest speaker. There were 260 at the concluding service with approximately 15 
responses. The Leembruggen boys lent their PA equipment and played their guitars. John Morgan 
loaned his Thomas Electronic organ for use with the piano. Various choirs- children's, youth, 
men's, and seniors presented items. 75 attended the after-school rally. A new Life Group began. 
The aim of the group was to provide Christian Friendship to those who have to develop a new life 
because of changing circumstances. This was followed by the Leighton Ford crusade with many 
involved. A “Time for God” worker, Noela Noyes was an asset during the remainder of Len 
Maycock's ministry up until he concluded his ministry at the end of 1979 to take up an 
administrative position with Queensland Baptists.

As 1979 was the International Year of the Child, it was decided to support the Brothers' Brother 
Foundation Appeal to immunise the children of the world against the 6 major diseases of 
childhood.  A Vacation Bible School was held during the May school break and a New Life group 
continued to meet regularly under the leadership of Shirley Moore. Peter & Caroline Horrell who 
were pastoring in Townsville were called as the new pastors. The New Life group became a Know 
Your Bible group and began meeting at the home of Muriel Peters. A telephone prayer chain was 
also started with up to 21 people involved. In 1981 several families from Greenslopes attended the 
Baptist Family Convention in Canberra. At the beginning of 1982 Sue Knott (Wight) joined 
Greenslopes for a two year internship. Evangelism Explosion III program involving evangelism and 
visitation was implemented with 20 participants by the end of 1983. There were numerous 
requests for  prayer via the telephone prayer chain and several home groups began.
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Peter & Caroline Horrell completed their ministry at Greenslopes in May 1983 with the family 
going to Spain as missionaries.

Peter & Caroline Horrell

Rev Wayne & 
Suzanne Weiler

Wayne Weiler came as interim pastor for the years 1984 and 85. With a lack of interest in the 
Evangelism Explosion program, a pilot scheme for discipleship training was introduced. Linda 
Watkins came on board as a Pastoral Assistant. 
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Doug Cran and Rob Mckenzie began as Pastors in 1986. From 1987 it was proposed to hold the 
services in the hall because of increasing numbers. The membership decided to employ Ivan 
Kilvert as a Consultant to investigate the Community needs, and in 1988 the church changed to an 
Eldership style of Government. Home groups grew to 6 with 60 members. During this time Peter 
Sweetman and Jim Johnston served internships supervised by the Theological College. During the 
Christmas break and at Easter, combined services with Annerley Baptist were held. This led to an 
invitation to consider a merger between the two churches. After consideration, the merger with 
Annerley was declined. In 1990, Jim Redlich and Jim Conwell were appointed elders. The Centre 
Life project under Jim Conwell was continuing and it was decided to try to extend both Youth 
Group and Senior Fellowship into the community.

Rev Doug and Coral Cran

Quarterly Family Services were held followed by a family lunch as well as quarterly Youth 
services, and a Coffee Outreach night was held. The Manse was closed-in downstairs and all 
buildings were painted with new fences installed. Marj Redlich was the prayer chain organiser 
with 27 people and 50 requests. KYB (Know Your Bible) continued with 18 members and the 
Larwills & Holds were leading Home Groups.  Peter Brooks was now operating the PA with Jim 
Redlich copying the tapes. 

Doug Cran concluded his ministry in mid-January 1991, and Rob MacKenzie was called for a 
further 3 years. During this time, there were 5 or 6 home groups running, a Wednesday night 
prayer as well as the KYB group. Ross Conwell was appointed as an elder in 1992. The tape 
ministry under the guidance of Peter Brooks was continuing well with approximately 500 tapes 
copied. Throughout this time the Telephone Prayer chain often covered up to 90 requests in a 
year. Renovations for the church building were planned as well as a Week of Evangelism under 
Lester Kelly. New office equipment was installed in 1992. This was set up by Kerry Larwill and 
Robert Green. Over the next couple of years the office was staffed by Michele Retschlag, Ellen 
Green and Pandora Livingstone. In 1993 Martin & Leona Conwell shopped, cleaned, 
transported, mowed and cooked to help those in need. During the early 2000’s this ministry 
changed to Food Bank and still continues in late 2021.



15

Rev Rob & Jenny MacKenzie with Elders and Deacons

During 1994, the Playtime ministry began and new equipment for the sound and tape ministry was 
purchased. Greenslopes celebrated their 75th anniversary in 1995. During the year once a month 
gatherings were held as well as several sausage sizzles. Kerry Larwill was appointed as associate 
pastor in 1996. He filled this role until partway through 1997. A highlight of his ministry was leading 
the church through the celebration of Passover at Easter time. A Christmas lights program was 
held as part of the 4KQ displays. It was great to have an expanded sound team of David Wrigley 
and Mark Clearwater helping Peter Brooks. Matthew Bushnell was appointed as Youth Worker in 
1998 to help Rob MacKenzie until his leaving at the end of 1998. Jocelyn Redlich took over 
responsibility for the catering ministry in 1996. Fellowship teas and a sausage sizzle were held. In 
1997, Jocelyn  coordinated the food for events during the Fijians visit in 1998.

With some differences of opinion, many folk left the church at the end of 1998 with membership 
dropping from 95 to 61. 15 members resigned and 18 ceased active participation. 
Graeme Jones came as interim pastor to provide a time of healing for the church. Three home 
groups, the KYB, Sunday morning prayer group and a late teens to early 30’s group at David & 
Jennifer Wrigley’s house were functioning. Prayer and praise notes were introduced into the 
bulletin to bind the congregation together. The Christmas lights program was run again with David 
Wrigley in charge.

Rev Rob & Jenny MacKenzie and 
      family

In 2000 Graeme Jones became full time pastor. Graeme said “The Lord only opened the door for 
me to give pastoral leadership to this church after my interim in 1999 was complete. If the past is 
not dealt with it is impossible to move forward”. Prayer walks were commenced through the district, 
and Len Young was appointed as Pastoral Care Coordinator. Some of the congregation did 
“Christianity Explained “ and a fun day was held. 



16

 The next year, youth workers, Ross & Sonia Thompson came to join the Pastoral team. Several 
weeks of prayer and fasting were held during the year for the church to understand the direction in 
which God was leading. A data projector was purchased to replace the overhead projector for 
worship. It was also decided to put a shade over the sandpit area to make a safer area for the 
playtime children.

 English classes were also introduced. In 2001 a luncheon for past Queensland Baptist Presidents 
and their wives was catered under Jocelyn’s leadership. Marguerite Larwill along with Alison Tucker 
and Geoff Carter offered English classes on a Tuesday morning. This continued for several years 
until there was a lack of clients. Food bank ministry which had a short sojourn under Martin and 
Leona Conwell became specifically a food ministry in 2002 with Ross Thompson and Lyn Gordon. 
26 Families were helped that year. In 2002 there was a growing refugee population around 
Greenslopes and many requests for help with food came via the local school. 

After a deal of prayer, in 2002, Coorparoo Baptist decided to close and for their congregants to 
join Greenslopes. Their church building was given to the Korean church for their use. Peter 
Lindsay organized training to encourage and equip volunteer leaders. A CD player was 
purchased which was a valuable aid. The outside of the church building was heritage listed. A 
ramp and a toilet for those with disabilities were installed under the supervision of Bruce Laing.  A 
fun day, an astronomy night and a State of Origin Big Screen night were held to connect with the 
community. A coffee shop was held on the Fun Day and also on the Astro night. Jocelyn as 
catering coordinator also produced the roster for morning teas and suppers. A thank you lunch 
was held for Lorna Baynham and Marjorie Redlich as they retired from their ministries and also a 
lunch for Alison Tucker’s Commissioning Service. Jocelyn organised the catering for the week of 
Kids Games. 

By 2003, the membership had reached 77. It was decided to switch from Christianity Explained to 
the Alpha Course. One course was run in that year with two courses the following year. Marilyn 
McKenny was invited to come and share her prayer ministry, and outreach included delivering the 
Yellow Pages (a hard job) and running Kids Games. Jocelyn Redlich retired as the catering 
coordinator in 2003 and Jen Wrigley took over in 2004.

During 2004, the membership decided to recall Graeme Jones for a further 5 years. The church 
also participated in the 40 days of Purpose from Pastor Rick Warren based on the book “ What on 
Earth am I Here For”. During this time there were 8 home groups operating. A creative ministries 
group was begun and many of the evening services were held in the hall which made for a more 
informal atmosphere. Closer ties to the Korean church at Coorparoo were developed and an 
African congregation of Sudanese refugees began meeting on the property, with many of the 
children attending the Kidzone ministry beforehand. 

New microphones were purchased for better sound quality and a team of Luke Rissmann, 
Markus Salisbury, Eddie Plata, Shaun Jones and Peter Brooks handled this very well. In 2005, 
Liberian refugees recently arrived from Africa began attending services. Greenslopes was 
developing a multicultural outreach with folk from the Philippines, Fiji, Liberia, students from 
Taiwan and Singapore attending, with close ties to the Koreans at Coorparoo and the Sudanese 
fellowship.
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Peter Brooks and his father-in-law with Gbessay Gborie

Stephen Gellatly was appointed as the Pastoral Assistant for Graeme. Outreach was a coffee 
night, Christmas movie “Nativity”, participating in the City Council sponsored “Yes, We Care”, the 
Alpha Course and running stalls on the two election days. Len and Marion Rogers took over the 
Food Bank Ministry They continued this until Len’s health deteriorated when it was looked after by 
Eddie Plata and Len Young for many years. In 2009, Graeme Jones was recalled as Pastor for a 
further five years. Five small groups were running with 65 members while Church membership had 
reached 85. Belinda Cazzulino was appointed as Pastoral Assistant and Steve with his wife 
Deborah and family took up ministerial appointments. During 2012, Graham Sercombe ran Focus 
on Red (Renewal, Evangelism, Discipleship) to help the church focus on its primary goals. 
Seventeen couples completed the Marriage Course and a Christmas outreach was held. Pastor 
Andrew Oyet of the Sudanese church graduated with a B. Min and was ordained.

Graeme Jones was recalled for a further 5 years in 2014. This was a challenging year for many of 
the Liberian refugees with the Ebola virus. Nelson Dahn’s extended family in Liberia was decimated 
by this virus, losing eleven members in a very short time. Another member of the congregation, 
Roosevelt  struggled with being separated from his family in Venezuela. The church  prayed with 
him as his family faced riots, armed militants, a family death and sickness. 

The Sunday evening services changed again to meet the needs of the community. The Alpha 
Course was run twice, about 25 people completed the Transforming & Engaging Courses, there 
was a visit by a team from the Solomon Islands and a Christmas festival was held. The Watato 
Children’s Choir visited in 2015 and along with the Transforming & Engaging Courses, a Parenting 
Court was held. Christmas Hampers were provided to needy families and this outreach continues. 
The food bank ministry is now administered by the Pastoral Assistant.    
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At the end of 2019, Graeme Jones concluded his ministry at Greenslopes after twenty years. A 
farewell dinner was held to acknowledge this. Ric Benson was called as interim pastor, initially for 6 
months. However because of the Pandemic and subsequent lockdown, his ministry time was 
extended. Online services were begun in March 2020 under the technical direction of Gary 
Cazzulino and are continuing to this point in October 2021. Face to face meeting for Church 
resumed as soon as possible, of course with a Covid safe plan. We are very thankful that to this 
stage, none of the congregation have suffered from the virus. Belinda Cazzulino resigned as 
Pastoral Assistant in June 2020 and Ning Tecson was appointed in October along with Gary 
Cazzulino as Associate pastor, both on a trial basis which was made permanent in February 2021.

Graeme & Ann Jones at son Shaun’s wedding in England (July 2019)

In 2017, it was decided to combine the Secretary and Treasurer roles into a Church Administrator 
with Matthew Scott elected to this position. After some time trialling this, it was decided it was too 
big a position for a single volunteer. English classes were held to meet a community need as well 
as Alpha. Simon Turner went to Malawi with a Global Interaction team to rebuild a Yawo school. 
Monthly BBQs were held in a nearby park and contacts were made. The church was supporting 
Chaplains Gary Cazzulino (Balmoral and Whites Hill), Margita Downey (Cavendish Rd, Women’s 
Correctional Centre at Waco) and Marjorie Malcolm at Greenslopes Hospital.
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90th Anniversary Celebration in 2010

Shirley Wright, Gwen 
Conwell, Fay  Clausen cut the 

cake

Top Photo:
Gwen Conwell, Jeanette Ham, Jill Laing

Middle Photo:
Syd Larwill, Doug Cran, Val Venz

Bottom Photo:
Marguerite Larwill, Val Winterbottom, (hidden), Syd 
Larwill, Juanita Skinner, Matthew Scott
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Church Family Celebrations
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Church Family Weddings

Ross and Sylvia Conwell

Norm and Ruth Goward

Roy  and Gloria Wright

Paul and Joy Lenahan (2013)
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Church Family Celebrations
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Rev Graeme Jones officiates at the traditional wedding 
of David & Victoria Kamanda

“Transforming” Retreat weekend 2017



24

Original Manse, now Prayer House

Youth Centre
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CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOUR

Christian Endeavour provides a 
method of conducting youth 
ministry that trains and equips 
young people for ministry rather 
than simply doing it for them. CE 
took up the motto ’For Christ and 
the Church.’ The first Australian 
Young People’s Society was 
formed in 1883 in Geelong. Sister 
Grace found Christian Endeavour 
was an excellent way to get all 
ages of children and young people 
involved in the life of the church. 
Intermediate Endeavour for young 
people between the ages 11 to 14 
was a special ministry for training 
young people to speak & pray in 
public, and to write and present 
short devotions. 

They also presented programs for the residents in the aged care facilities. Junior (8 to 10) & 
Buds ( 6 to 8) ran for many years. These were in a time when Sunday School ran at a different 
time to the church services so Junior Endeavour and Buds ran during the message time of the 
service.

In 1958 the Senior Young People group sent twenty parcels to folk in India and Pakistan and 
they continued to do so over the following years. The Intermediate section had 40 members 
during this time. In the following year they entertained the Old Folk at their annual reunion which 
continued for several years. In 1961, they took the Mother’s Day service as well as being 
involved in hospital visitation. 1962 saw all sections functioning well but by the next year, the 
Senior Young People was in voluntary recess. This was of concern to the wider church as CE 
was the place where spiritual leaders were trained.

Dunellan C.E. Society before 1920
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Junior Christian Endeavour and Buds continued to meet during the church service. Intermediate 
CE recommenced in 1965 and by 1966 they had a regular attendance of 15. Attendance at the 
South Brisbane District Convention and the State Convention were highlights. As well as 
entertaining the Old Folks at their afternoon social activity, they were now leading the Sunday 
evening pre-service prayer meeting. The Juniors and Buds were doing well with the Juniors 
sending flowers and cards to sick folk and writing to missionary children. Ross Conwell re-
started the Senior Young People's group in 1967 while the Intermediates under Lorna Baynham 
(Munnich) were making teaching aids for Mrs. Kirkwood in Assam. This group had an outing to 
Binna Burra, also entertained the Old Folk's reunion and held a car wash. The car wash raised 
$24 of which $20 was given to Ken Cairns. 

Dorothy Anderson with the help of Lyn Narnst and Margaret Boys (Fraser) ran the Junior CE at 
this time. This group had entries in the Scripture Eisteddfod where all ten entries received 80% 
or above. They put on an item at the State Convention. Rosemary Johnson (Morgan) and Sylvia 
Nowlan (Wightman) were in charge of the Buds group where there were 15-20 children. This 
group entertained 15 children from the Opal Foundation. They also took out a 2nd at the 
Eisteddfod, took part in the CE Sports Day and sent a food parcel to the Kirkwood children.

During 1968,  under Barry Huntington, the Senior YP Group raised money to equip the Graham 
Paulson family who were off to work with the Australian First Nations people. Together with the 
Intermediate group, they visited Eventide and sent a parcel to Molly Faifax in Normanton while 
the Juniors and Buds now led by Gloria Kellow (Adam) and Lesley Conwell raised money for  
Bibles for Nigeria. The following year, the Intermediates attended the Gympie Convention and 
Leadership camp and conducted the evening service in October while the Juniors visited 
Janolma, which they did again in 1970 along with supporting Project Indonesia with the British 
and Foreign Bible Society (now the Bible Society), sending a parcel to the Donaldsons in PNG.

The groups continued over the next few years with a variety of leaders including those 
mentioned above and Phillipa Gillies, Jan Moore (Stanton), Roger and Christine Kellow, Trudy 
Clausen (Hold), Karen Bleakley and Rosemarie Leakey. Some years there were insufficient 
numbers to carry on but then they were able to recommence the following year. In 1976 Greg 
Burns and Barry Dell took over the Junior group and by 1977, there was a group of 16 with three 
committees running, Prayer, Sunshine and Social and Missionary. Nell Hood with helpers Leona 
Bowring (Conwell), Gail Young and David Larwill took over Buds. They sent money and clothes 
to Ken and Mary Cairns in Fiji. Food parcels were also sent to Thailand and Zambia and money 
was raised for Ross & Sylvia Conwell in Fiji. The Juniors with the help of Lorna Baynham, Fiona 
Laing (Stark) and David Wrigley arranged their meetings for  a month at a time. Cards were also 
sent to sick folk. Others helping at this time were Donna Young (Jackwitz) and Louise Moore.

Various methods were used to ensure there were sufficient leaders. In 1983, the Juniors and 
Buds were led by the Youth Group. In 1985, the group started to collect used postage stamps, 
raised money for Bibles for Zimbabwe and India and collected spectacles. In 1985, Buds group 
was re-named Kids Korner. In 1987, the Juniors became Junior Worship Time and along with 
Kids Korner did a walkathon for Bibles for PNG. Mea Simpson (Cran) helped to lead the group 
as part of her Community Service for her Girls' Brigade Queen's Award. A band of people to run 
Kids Korner under the leadership of Debbie Searle was developed. There was a steady spiritual 
growth in the children however more helpers were needed to allow current staff to attend 
worship services. Beth Yarrow and Laurie Redlich continued to lead the Junior Worship group. 
They collected cans and bottles to pay for the postage of spectacles to Zambia.
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In 1989 the older group became Junior Church with Lesley Conwell and Val Winterbottom 
leading. In 1990, Liz Daw also joined Junior Church. Joy Brooks (Lenahan) and Stacey 
McKenzie (Hilliar) played the piano for these groups. With Kim & Margaret Harwood Junior 
Church continued, the children learning to pray in public, memory verses, do some drama and 
participate in group discussions while Kids Korner with Debbie Searle, Grant & Joanne 
Henderson went back to using the Christian Endeavour Handbook. The two groups merged 
in1992 and in 1993 church times changed to 9.15am with the children's ministry Kidzone being 
on during the church service.
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  SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday School was a very important part of the beginnings of Greenslopes Baptist with many 
children attending. A quote from 1961 was “Sunday school is the answer to child delinquency”. 
In 1962 the idea of “All-age Sunday School” started to be investigated. In 1963 it was decided to 
change the time for Sunday School from Sunday afternoon to the morning. At that time there 
were 187 scholars and 38 teachers. By 1964 this had risen to 229 scholars and 40 teachers. 
Anniversaries were held in October - the Primary and Kindergarten in the morning, the upper 
classes in the evening. 

In 1965, All-age Sunday school began 
with three adult classes, 227 scholars and 
37 teachers. Sid McGrath was Sunday 
School Superintendent. By 1967, there 
were 36 adults attending. The Primary 
and the Kindergarten sections invited 
parents to special events such as 
Mother’s Day and missionary highlights. 
The next year children from Narbethong 
(school for the blind) began attending with 
the help of Eric Searle. A Sunday school 
picnic was held at Mowbray Park. By 
1969, Sid had Edgar Kellow as his 
assistant and Margaret Webley (Knights) 
as secretary.  The number on the roll was 
now 317. Departmental leaders were Fay 
Clausen, Jeanette Ham, Shirley Wright, 
Dorothy Anderson, Graham Anderson, 
Edgar Kellow and Mr. Brinkley. Rob Croll 
provided refreshments for the staff & 
scholars remaining for the morning 
service. During 1970, Pastor Ron Nowlan 
filled in during Edgar Kellow’s illness. 
 There were some changes in staff over 
the next few years with approximately 198 
on the roll. Combined picnics were held at 
Mott Park.

With 206 on the roll in 1971, Merv Boys was the treasurer. Yvonne Jones took over the Primary 
while Col Clausen looked after the Juniors, Keith Wright the Junior Young People and Rupert 
Frewin, the adults. The Juniors, Kindergarten and Primary went on a visit to Lone Pine. In 1973, 
Col Clausen and Laurie Redlich took over the canteen between Sunday School and church. 
Other staff involved included Janet Page (Nursery), Shirley Moore (Kindergarten), Jim Conwell 
(adults).

Peter Brooks took over as Superintendent in 1978 with Margaret Webley remaining as secretary. 
Kay Moore (Cripps) took over the Kindergarten section, Gweneth Conwell the Primary, 
Marguerite Larwill the Junior Young People, Hugh Conwell the Young People and John Morgan 
the Adults. The project that year raised $212 for Creation Science. In 1981, there were 138 
members and 29 staff. The Juniors under Lorna Baynham gathered aids and furniture for a suite 
at Narbethong school. 
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Sunday School Picnic

1982 was the International Year for disabled persons so the project was for Narbethong Welfare 
Association and Crossroads. That year the picnic was held at Mowbray Park. By 1983 the 
membership had dropped to 87. In 1984, Olive Saunders took over the Kindergarten and Len 
Young the Juniors. The Juniors visited Woolhara farm at Beaudesert. The 1984 and 85 project 
raised money for vehicle maintenance for the Edgars (Thailand) and the Conwells in Fiji. The 
following year an overhead projector was purchased for Tully and pews for Ken and Mary’s 
church in Fiji. Hugh Conwell took over as Superintendent in 1986.

Expo 88 affected attendances however the Sunday School was still able to support the Murrie 
Fellowship. Col Wolter and Gwen Conwell took over looking after the morning tea canteen. Len 
Young retired from the Junior department and David Thollar took over. Ian Yarrow became 
Superintendent in 1989 and support was raised for Grant & Joanne Henderson (in Bible College). 
Most of the Sunday School members were involved in the production of “The Inn Caper”. Money 
was also raised for 10 Christian Education Videos for Fiji. The projects over the following years 
were for Sharyn Weeks and Stuart and Mea Cran (studying at the Baptist College), supporting a 
group of young people helping OAC with Beach Mission over the Christmas holidays as well as 
the team going to Fiji on a mission trip.

During this time, the numbers attending Sunday School were dropping. The canteen was run by 
Bev Young (until her ill health intervened) and Col Wolter. In 1996 an attempt was made to run a 
Kids' Carnival but it was a very wet day and several activities needed to be cancelled. In 1997 
there were 56 members and 9 staff. Col Wolter also maintained the church grounds.
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With the changes in the church at the end of 1998, changes were also needed to be made in the 
way Sunday School was run. The time of the morning service was changed to 9.15am with a 
children's program being run during this time. In 2000, the Oasis program was adopted with 
Lesley Conwell, Jill Laing, Val Winterbottom and Jan Lonsdale. The name was changed to 
Kidzone in 2001. In 2002 the children raised $240 for the Bible Society. Jan Lonsdale continued 
as Coordinator until 2007 or 8. Junior Kidzone (Nursery age) with coordinator Melanie Piccini 
aimed to provide a fun place to go while parents can enjoy Church Services and where children 
are introduced to God and the Bible. From 2005 some of the Sudanese children started to 
attend Kidzone while waiting for their own service. A two team approach was used to enable the 
teachers to attend church, with one team led by Jan & Peter Lonsdale team and the other by 
Juanita Hold (Skinner). Rachael Turner became the Kidzone coordinator for several years after 
Jan and Peter moved churches to closer where they were living. Rami Sahib was coordinator for 
2012 and 13 and then Stuart Hold took over to the end of 2016. Coordinators were then 
Rachael turner and Matt Scott for one year followed by Gary Cazzulino, and then Vive Naisarani 
who remains coordinator to this present time in late 2021. After a series of leaders and 
coordinators, the children's ministry now has some stability with Thelma Pewee and Vive  team 
teaching and  staff including Praises and Zechariah Pewee. Currently there are approximately 9 
or 10 children attending each week.

Kindergarten class 1986 with Jocelyn & Glenda

Kindergarten class 
1986 with Jocelyn and 
Glenda

Sunday School 
Anniversary 1949 
(below)
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Procession of witness circa 1955

Palm Sunday circa 1990
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Musical “The Inn Caper”
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YOUTH GROUP

Youth group in some form or other had been a vital part of Greenslopes Baptist from early on. 
Early records are sketchy at best. By 1958, fellowship teas were held once a month and the 
youth were involved in the open air services with up to 65 at the fellowship teas and 40 going to 
the open air services. Another feature was the camps at Lamington. In 1961 Lindsey Greaves 
and Marwood Tweddell were the speakers. Later that year they took part in the first City- 
Country exchange going to Coolangatta-Tweed Heads. On the return visit there was a 
Procession of Witness led by the Salvation Army Band. This was followed by a baptismal 
service. Money was raised for the Birisiri Hospital project at Joyramkura and 24 parcels were 
sent to the Kirkwoods in Assam.

Hut at Lamington Campsite

The following year they staged a play, “The Life of William Carey” in the Salvation Army City 
Temple and “ Behind the Bamboo Curtain” organized by the Brinkley’s. At the Lamington camp, 
the Young People from Bulimba and Norman Park were invited to join the group. At this stage 
the membership had dropped to 15. They began meeting on a Saturday night. A Young 
People’s advisor was appointed by the church and this was beneficial. By 1966, 45 attended 
the Lamington camp where Trevor Harris was the speaker. During the year the group attended 
20th Century Crusade Rallies and Baptist Youth Fellowship. 

Ross Conwell became Youth Leader in 1967. Youth for Christ and Baptist Youth Fellowship 
rallies were highlights as were the fellowship teas catered for by Gwen Conwell. Over the next 
few years City-Country Youth exchanges were with Lawnton, Silkstone, Lismore, Gayndah and 
Nambour churches. Roley Thorndike was joint leader with Ross. As well as the YFC and BYF 
rallies and fellowship teas, the youth enjoyed Bible Studies and social nights. At the Lamington 
camp in 1972, they went to Beaudesert for the Sunday evening service.
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Over the next few years there were a number of Youth Group leaders. These included Hugh 
Conwell, Andre Hodge (de Paris), Karen Bleakley, Steve Morris and Greg Burns. The youth 
began to take the evening service once a month. In 1974, a camp was planned in June, but 
was cancelled because of flooding. Youth exchanges were continuing- a great way to get to 
know other young people and to serve in other churches. Exchanges at this time included 
Toowoomba, Gatton/ Tent Hill, Marburg/ Minden/ Tarampa, Gympie, Stanthorpe and Dalby.

Greenslopes Youth Group 1970’s

Camps were still held regularly at Lamington as well as Bible Studies. In 1977, the youth put on 
“The Paul Story” which was well received. A boat trip to Stradebroke Island was enjoyed with 
Moore Park youth in 1979. During Expo a number of young people were delegated to take part 
in studies and to witness with other young people from all over Australia. 

Herman Teunis, youth worker at Talera Lodge, became leader. Camp was held at Mt. Sylvia as 
Lamington was no longer available for hire. David Wrigley took over from Herman and the 
following year Glennys Cavanagh came on board. Numbers were better than the previous 
year. Glennys was able to continue up until the end of 1985 as Val Winterbottom looked after 
her children. In1984, Mt Sylvia camp was a success in spite of the weather.

A Wednesday night Bible Study was begun, youth exchange was with Ipswich and the young 
people took the evening service at Logan City Fellowship. In 1985, 65 went to camp at Mt. 
Sylvia and 30 made a commitment of some kind. Wednesday night Bible Study was changed 
to Sunday night before church. Many of the young people were becoming involved in the music 
ministry. A bush dance was held as an outreach event and 300 attended.
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In 1986, Rob MacKenzie came as Youth Pastor. When Rob came there were 14 on the roll. By 
the end of 1987, there were approximately 50 youth associated. During 1987, a camp was held 
at Mt. Sylvia, a Home group was run on Tuesday nights, a Saturday social event, a Sunday 
Bible Study and a post-church supper. In 1988, the group was divided into Junior and Senior 
groups with leaders for the Juniors coming from the Senior group. Leaders included Greg Smith, 
Lindsay Wolter, Stuart Cran and Kerry Larwill, under the guidance of Jenny MacKenzie. Two 
camps were held at Lennox Heads and at Somerset Dam. The youth visited Lochiel Aged Care 
facility, put on a dinner in September and had monthly Bible Study breakfasts.

For a short time during 1990, the two groups were amalgamated but then by August it was felt 
prudent to separate into two groups again so that years 6 & 7 students could be incorporated. A 
combined camp with Annerley youth was held as well as a mini exchange with Sandgate, and a 
youth dinner was arranged as well as going on a hike to the Stinson plane crash at O'Reilly's.  
During this time there was a variety of leaders such as Andrea Yarrow, Colleen Williams 
(Conwell), Ken Miller, Russell Conwell, Mark Clearwater, Charlie Redlich, Giovanna Mole, Toni 
Yarrow and Jennifer Day as well as those who had been involved previously. During this time the 
Senior group concentrated mostly on social activities such as a church car rally, camp at 
Sonshine Ranch and a youth dinner. A seminar “Understanding your Teenager" was organised 
for parents to attend. The group also visited Lindsay Knott regularly after his accident at the end 
of year 12 in 1994. In 1997, Matthew Scott and Nereece Todhunter took over as youth leaders 
but the senior group ceased to exist because of an unsuitable male/female ratio. Martin and 
Leona Conwell became youth group coordinators in 1998 with a number of younger leaders 
helping them. Camp was held at Mt. Binga and a number of commitments were made at the 
Doug MacFarlane meetings.

After the changes in membership and the pastorate at the end of 1998, Joy Brooks (Lenahan) 
and Matthew Scott took over the leadership of the youth with the oversight and help of Graeme 
Jones (interim pastor at that time). There were up to 15 youth attending. Jesoni and Vive 
Naisarani with the help of Debbie Fraser took over in 2000 with Joy Brooks' work transfer to 
Gladstone. There were many youth services with the youth leading almost every second 
evening service. In 2001 Ross and Sonia Thompson came as associate pastors and took over 
the youth work with the help of Jaime Walker (Muller), Judy Brooks (Scott) and Matthew. Jaime 
was unable to continue the  following year. Junior Youth group was re-started and in 2003 
Cassie and Tony Single also were involved. Ross and Sonia were greatly helped by Debbie 
Fraser who looked after their children as needed. During that year activities included a Youth 
Alive Concert, a bonfire at Laurie and Jocelyn Redlich's property at Veresdale and a night of 
computer games at Peter and Lynette Lindsay's place. Shaun and Rachel Jones joined the 
team in 2004 and in 2005 Stephen Gellatley, where the theme for the year was "Chill out with 
friends, check out God".

In 2008, Simon and Rachael Turner along with Gary Cazzulino and Anthony Dwyer took over 
the youth. Joy Brooks and Cameron Hadley came along to help the next year when Joy 
returned to Brisbane and Cameron was studying to become a school chaplain. The youth 
helped in the Street Access Vans and "Yes we Care" and the girls had coffee mornings. In 2012 
under the leadership of Rachel Jones the meeting time was changed to after the morning 
service. They attended Easterfest and took part in the 40hr famine. Simon Turner and Danielle 
Wrigley took over as leaders in 2014. The youth centre (upstairs) had a makeover and a few of 
the young people were baptised. Judy Pewee (Waylee) became an extra leader in 2015. The 
youth attended Easterfest again, discussed hot topic parables and had jam sessions with the 
music team.
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Since then the youth group has been quite small. Margita Downey (Ingram) led them well for 
several years until the beginning of 2020 when everything became difficult because of the 
pandemic.  With the re-opening of society and because most of the previous members are now 
adults, Greenslopes Baptist has been without a youth group.  At the present time (late 2021), the 
church is considering how a youth group might be re-activated.

Young people visiting the Ekka circa 1960

Youth Group dinner 
circa 2016
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          MEN’S  SOCIETY

A men’s choir was formed from within the Men’s Society in 1958. They were concerned about 
encouraging others, supporting students at the Theological College and Queensland Bible 
Institute and visiting the families of the Boys’ and Girls’ Brigades and inviting them to church. In 
1963, their main meeting was on Mother’s Day where they did a program on Bible Genetics. 
The following year they ran a social evening with bowls, quoits, darts, table tennis and bobs. 
Rev. Ron Nowlan and Graham Paulson brought the message. 

By 1966, there were some concerns about whether the Men's Society could continue but by the 
next year there were 18 in attendance with Ron Nowlan, (President) and Edgar Kellow, Graham 
Anderson and Cliff Parken forming the executive. Two carloads of men travelled to Gympie to 
help paint the church. The society continued in this way having devotions and bowls once a 
month. In 1972, the men raised the money to purchase a cassette tape recorder to record the 
services for the sick & elderly.

By 1977 they were having bimonthly fellowship teas, one of which was an evangelistic meeting 
with Jim Muir from Ambassadors for Christ. With Hugh Conwell as president in 1980 it was 
decided to change to monthly breakfast meetings with various speakers. Peter Horrell took over as 
President when he came as pastor and served in that position until May 1983 when Hugh Conwell 
took over again. $200 was raised towards a van for Ross Conwell training at Prairie Bible Institute 
in Canada. Up to 20 men attended the breakfasts which were organized by Laurie Redlich. The 
men from Annerley church were invited to join the group in 1990 and this continued until 2000 with 
breakfasts prepared by Laurie and Len Young with a variety of speakers.

The format changed when Keith Fraser became Coordinator. As well as the breakfasts, 4 
Wheel driving, camping and fishing weekends were added to the program. Other activities over 
the next few years included taking down the old BBQ at the church, a 4 Wheel drive trip to 
Dalby and helping members to move house. While there were no regular meetings  in 2008, 
Keith as coordinator organized fishing and camping, BBQs for State of Origin nights and 
attendance at Rochedale Men’s Shed. This continued the following year with Coordinator 
Bruce Tucker as well as putting on sausage sizzles during the Christmas services. These 
activities continued until 2017 when there were insufficient men able to attend the activities.
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          LADIES’ FELLOWSHIP

From the early beginnings of GBC until the end of 2009, Ladies’ Fellowship was an integral part 
of Greenslopes Baptist. In 1919, Rev. D Jarvis was in charge of the circuit of Thompson Estate, 
Coorparoo and Dunellan (now Greenslopes) Churches. Work among the women was started on 

1st July 1919 by Sister Grace (Miss E. Smith). On 25th July 1919, Mrs Jarvis (Minister's wife) 
started a Mother's Meeting. Those present at the first meeting were Mesdames Dell, Evans, 
Holden, Cornish, Miles, Rawson and Horn. Meetings were held fortnightly.

About 6-12 months later, Rev. J. Bugg took over and as Mrs. Bugg was not a speaker, Sister 
Grace became president of the Women's Guild with Mrs. George Walker as Secretary and Mrs. 
Haggarty as Treasurer. In 1922, the Women's Guild and the Mother's Meeting were 
amalgamated. The new society had 10 members with Sister Grace as President and Mrs. 
Yarrow as Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer. During the next few months 7 new 
members were enrolled. In November 1924, this group became affiliated with the Baptist 

Women's Union. Their motto was “For Prayer and other Service”. On the 17th October 1929, the 
Holland Park women's Guild was opened by the President of the BWU. This was the result of 
outreach from Greenslopes.

             Ladies’ Guild 1948-1950
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Ladies’ Guild 1956 Mrs. Marks President

Women's Guild 1948 Back row includes: Mrs Ethel Jones; Mrs. Maud Beattie; Mrs 
Flo Scott; Mrs. Muriel Peters; Sister Grace. Middle Row: Mrs Fjeldsoe; Mrs. 
Bickmore; Mrs Williams; Mrs Marks (President). Front Row: Mrs. Vi Dobbie; Mrs 
Gladys Bowring; Mrs Thursa Durrant; Mrs Vera Tacey; Mrs. Marj Redlich
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Mrs Horn became president in 1932, and in 1936 Mrs Heather did likewise. There are then no 
real records until 1962. By then the ladies were meeting twice monthly. Missionary parcels were 
being sent to Warrabri in the Northern Territory. By 1965 there were 68 on the roll with an 
average attendance of 33. The group was visited by many missionaries. A bring and buy table 
helped to finance equipment for the newly established nursery. A parcel was sent to the 
Kirkwoods and this was then extended to other families. The nursery allowed young mothers to 
attend. A fundraiser “ Cafe Chantant” was held to raise funds for the hall kitchen.

Ladies’ Guild 1960 Mrs. Kirkwood president

Dorothy Nowlan became president in 1967 with Vice Presidents Muriel Peters and Marj Redlich 
(Mrs Andrew). There were 77 on the roll with 12 children in the nursery. They raised money for 
kitchen and nursery items and a new typewriter. The numbers of members had grown to 83 by 
the next year. Those unable to attend enjoyed receiving the newsletters. Parcels were sent to 
the Kirkwoods, Donaldsens and Stubbs (Assam) families. Marguerite Larwill became a Vice 
President in 1969. The ladies continued to send parcels. They added the Thurkettles (PNG) and 
the Baiyer R and Kwinkia Bible Colleges. The Golden Anniversary was held in May. An account 
of 1919 to 1940 written by Mrs Yarrow, preserved by Lila Yarrow was presented. Vice Presidents 
Marj Redlich (Mrs Andrew), Fay Clausen and Marguerite Larwill were elected to support Dorothy 
Nowlan in 1970. They started a talent project and were working on a recipe book. Parcels 
containing pencils, milk and other food were sent to the Rahba Baptist Union in India. A parcel 
was also sent to Tim Harland in Vietnam in the army.

During the early 1970’s a couple of evening meetings each year were tried. These proved very 
enjoyable. The recipe books were selling very well. Parcels were sent to Dorothy Tweddell 
(Mathieson), the Cairns, the Donaldsens and the Enga Baptist Bible College. The ladies were 
using talent boxes and with this $19 became just over $114. Dorothy Maycock became the 
president of the Ladies’ Fellowship in 1973. Up to 30 parcels of used clothing were sent to the 
Enga Bible College. The ladies took the elderly folk from Lochiel on a short drive once a month. 
During 1975, thirteen of the ladies ministered to Gilda Bowmar each day of her final illness. The 
recipe books needed to be reprinted as the first batch sold out. It was decided to have a couple 
of Bring a Friend nights which were very successful.
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At this time, there were approximately 30 ladies attending the group. A care and share group was 
formed to visit the elderly shut-ins. Parcels of used clothing were sent to Zambia, New Guinea and 
Fiji. Spectacles were sent to Kenya. The breakup in 1977 was celebrated by a trip to Iloura 
Children’s home in Beaudesert. The new hostel for boys, Talera was just starting and the ladies 
sewed the curtains as well as again sending 12 food and 21 clothing parcels as they had in the 
past. As well as these activities there were visits by missionaries home on furlough or before they 
went out and Bible Studies each meeting. In September 1978 Dorothy Maycock was elected as 
President for the Queensland Baptist Women’s Fellowship which meant that she would be doing a 
lot of travelling over the year of her tenure. For the breakup that year, 59 Guests from Resthaven 
and Bethany Aged Care facilities attended the morning tea and program. A Bring a Friend meeting 
was used as a means of outreach into the community. Catering for several events raised $200 for 
blinds for the hall kitchen. The 60th anniversary of the Ladies’ Fellowship was celebrated in 1979. 
During this time the executive included Marj Redlich (Mrs Andrew), Fay Clausen and Claudia 
Bowmer.

Caroline Horrell became President of the Ladies’ Fellowship in 1980 when she and husband Peter 
came as pastor and wife. During the year Bring a Friend meetings were held, and the ladies 
crocheted towels and slippers for the Baptist Aged Care facilities. Many ladies attended the Baptist 
women’s camp at Mapleton which was a very enjoyable experience. The group donated 12 Good 
News Bibles to a ladies Bible study at Wilston Youth Hostel. Claudia Bowmer became President in 
1981 as Caroline found it difficult to manage running the group with a young family. Executive at this 
time included Fay Clausen, Gwen Ham, Anne Hodge (de Paris), Shirley Wright and Glenda Brooks. 
The ladies catered for Sue Knott and Peter Wight’s wedding and two Queensland Baptist dinners. 
Money raised at the 1985 anniversary was used for nursery renovations. 

    Ladies’ Fellowship, 1979
(To the best of my knowledge) Back row: Marj Redlich (Mrs A), Gwen Ham, Gail Young, Dawn Burns, Enid 
Boys, Claudia Bowmer, Beth Yarrow, Jocelyn Redlich
Middle row: Isabel Birt, not known, Gladys Bowring, Helen Wolter, Fay Clausen, Gwen Conwell, Beattie 
Bjorndahl, Gweneth Conwell, Lorna Baynham, Jean Sutherland, Eileen Tweddell, Von McQuillan
Front row: Florrie Clarke, Irene Pampling, not known, Shirley Wright, Dorothy Maycock (President), Marj 
Redlich (Mrs J), Ruth Marshall, unknown, Glenda Brooks with Joy
Absent(?) Olive Saunders, Muriel Peters, Cecile Bowmar, Nell Bartlett, Dorothy Manahan, Dorothy Bristow 
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Marjorie Redlich (Mrs Jim) became President in 1985. There were 18 to 20 attending the meetings. 
Clothing parcels were sent to central Australia, Papua New Guinea and Zambia with skim milk 
powder also being sent to Zambia twice a month. The ladies studied the book “Behold Your God” 
over a couple of years as well as having visiting speakers. In 1988, the ladies attended a meeting at 
the City Tabernacle where Moon Astronaut James Irwin was the speaker. During this time clothing 
and skim milk parcels were still being sent overseas and to Central Australia. Helen and Col Wolter 
did a great job of sorting and parcelling up the clothing.  When a need was identified, the ladies filled 
the need if possible. This led to empty tablet bottles being sent to Tinsley Hospital in PNG where 
they could be repurposed to serve the population there. Money was also raised to support the Bible 
a Month project by the Bible Society as well as participating in the Support an Orphan scheme run 
by Australian Baptist World Aid. Singlets were knitted and sent to babies in PNG also. In 1989 an 
updated recipe book was produced. The funds raised from this went to missions. This recipe book is 
still being sold in 2021 because of the home style nature of the contents. Jennifer Wrigley took over 
the role of Secretary after Olive Saunders retired. Olive had been Secretary for 15 years. Marjorie 
retired as President at the end of  2002 having served for 17 years. During this time the Executive 
included Jenny MacKenzie, Andrea Carbins, Sylvia Conwell, Coral Cran, Shirley Wright and Glenda 
Brooks. By 2002 the numbers of attendees were around 15 and as well as the monthly meeting, a 
group of ladies met monthly to pray for Mission to Queensland.
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During Marion Rogers’s leadership links were forged with the Korean Baptist Fellowship at 
Coorparoo. Marion took over the Presidency in 2003. The Greenslopes ladies shared at the 2008 
Anniversary with a Traditional Korean Tea Ceremony and on another occasion demonstrated how 
to make sushi (a new taste in Australia at that time). Other speakers included Leprosy Mission, 
GIA stamp ministry, Jean Butterss’ Thimble display, Mission to Qld, Women’s World Day of Prayer, 
Christmas in July. In 2008, fellowship days were held, a breakfast outreach and a couple of 
Saturday events such as a Reunion Day and a Cafe de Art. During this time almost $2000 was 
raised for missions most by holding an Election Day stall.
The motto of the Ladies’ Fellowship was J - O - Y ( Jesus first, Others second, yourself last) 

The yearly anniversary was a highlight with ladies groups from other Baptist churches as well as 
other denominations joining the service and morning tea or lunch. The ladies were also 
responsible for catering events such as funerals and the Church Anniversary dinner. Due to the 
fact that many women need to be in the paid work force, groups such as Ladies Fellowship rarely 
exist. However most years there was some activity such as an evening program or similar to join 
the ladies of the church together. Such an activity was held at the beginning of 2020 and it is 
expected that activities such as this will be organised again in the future.  

Coffee at 
Marion 
Rogers
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A morning with the 
Korean Church
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Amazing Hats
        (Melanie, Jill, Jennifer, Glenda)
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CHOIR & MUSIC

The choir at Greenslopes Baptist started in approximately 1945 with Tom Peters as choir master 
and Stan Jones as organist. Tom Peters continued as choirmaster until his death in 1963. By 
1963, there were 20 members in the choir. They presented “ Olivet to Calvary” just before Easter 
that year and in the following year presented “ The Greatest Story yet Untold”. For the Church 
Anniversary, the Boys’ Brigade Brass Band joined the choir for “ The Old Hundredth”. Other 
presentations over the next few years included “The Story of the Cross”, Australian Christmas 
Carols, “Bethlehem“ , “The Crucifixion” and Handel’s “Messiah”.

Bruce Laing took over as choirmaster in 1967 for a couple of years. Barry Dell was Bruce’s 
assistant the next year, and became choirmaster for 1969 before Glad McGrath and Ruth Parken. 
In 1971, Greenslopes and Upper Mt. Gravatt choirs sang at the Crowning Service at Queensland 
Baptist Assembly. As numbers in the choir were so low, several past members returned to boost 
the choir. Graham Peters joined Glad in 1974 as assistant. The choir presented “ Hallelujah for 
the Cross” for Easter and “Love Transcending” for Christmas in 1975. Jeanette Ham was organist 
with Cecile Bowmar substituting when Jeanette was away. Glad and Graham continued until 1978 
when Glad resigned and Jeanette took over the oversight of the choir with the help of Cecile and 
Fiona Laing ( Stark) until 1981 when Bruce Laing returned as leader

By this stage, there were insufficient people to practice but some were learning the new Scripture 
in Song pieces to help the congregation of a Sunday. In 1985, instead of having a choir as such, a 
Music Department came into being. Jeanette Ham was the organist with various assistants and 
pianists. The church began using overhead transparencies instead of  printed books. This is how 
the music department continued until 1992. Jeanette retired as organist in 1992 after many years 
of service.

Orchestra early 1990’s
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The whole aspect of the Department changed to incorporating Service and Praise Leaders with 
groups of singers under Department Leader, Brenton Carbins. New audio equipment was 
purchased, And in 1997 a better filing system was acquired in order to keep a better record of the 
copyright of songs used in services. Murray Larwill took over as Departmental leader in 1995 for 
two years followed by Jenny MacKenzie.

From the year 2000 until 2002, Jeanette had the oversight. The music context changed to an 
attitude of worship through music. ”It is teamwork, the Holy Spirit leads the Service leader who 
then directs the musicians and singers”. Judy Scott took over in 2003 and continued until 2018 
with Jesoni Naisarani becoming joint leader in 2015. She introduced music team BBQs and 
breakfasts along with a Retreat Day to encourage unity within the team. Younger members of the 
congregation were encouraged to use their gifts. Worship nights were also a feature during 
this time. In 2012, a men’s choir provided items several times during the year. When Judy moved 
to another fellowship, Jesoni continued as Music leader. During the first six months of the Covid 
Pandemic, Jesoni led the worship most Sundays. Over the past year until late 2021, he has 
endeavoured to build up the team in all aspects. Live streaming of the services which began in 
March 2020 required extra care particularly in the first months. Gary Cazzulino became the 
Worship Pastor in February 2021.

Worship team:
Jesoni, Gary, Rachael, Rachel
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Jesoni & Asher Scott play for GB 70th Thanksgiving service
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In 1960, Mrs. Palmer started doing RI at Greenslopes State School. There are no records as to 
how long this continued but it is known that in 1980, Shirley Moore, Jackie Gardiner, Lorna 
Baynham and Gweneth Conwell were teaching RI there with Greenslopes Baptist being the only 
church involved at the time. With the addition of Joan Harland, Annette Harper and Shirley 
Wright were teaching 175 children every week. Sue Knott (Wight) joined the group in 1982 and 
that year 21 children in Year 7 made decisions to become Christians. Wendy Mason, Olive 
Saunders and Glennys Cavanagh joined the staff by 1984.The comment was made that the 
teachers appreciated a supportive headmaster and staff.

At the beginning of 1987, Joan Harland concluded her ministry as coordinator and Glennys 
Cavanagh took over the role. Some of the children had been in the classes for 3 years and 24 
are already following Christ. In 1984 the team consisted of Glennys with Liz Daw, John Hall, Bill 
Evans and Des and Olive Saunders. In 1989 Rob McKenzie became the new coordinator as 
Glennys returned to the paid work-force. Bev Young, Reg McQuillan and Arthur Johnson were 
added to the staff. There was continued support from the Principal and staff. The total number of 
participants was 101. In 1990 Bill Evans and Malcolm McGregor joined the team as well as Enid 
Zalatel the following year. It was great to see some of the senior folk in the church filling this 
need. Some of the Year 7's started to come to Junior Youth Group though there was some 
confusion from parents as to what RI should teach, Religion or Ethics.

During 1993, Wes Fittell from OAC filled in while Rob was with the mission team in Fiji. Jan 
Lonsdale came on staff when Bev Young's illness became more severe and Lorna and Bob 
Baynham were also added. By 1997, it seemed obvious that the school staff were not as 
encouraging as they had been earlier. Changes occurred in 1999 with the Pastoral and other 
changes in the church. Jill Laing and Graeme Jones joined the team with Gweneth Conwell 
coming back on board. There were up to 50 children being reached. The following year Lyn 
Gordon and Bruce Laing joined the team with others such as Bruce & Alison Tucker, Vive 
Naisarani, Len Young and Jocelyn Redlich helping out from time to time.

By 2008, the nature of the team had changed with many of the older folk no longer able to help. 
Graeme Jones, Belinda Cazzulino, Thelma Pewee, Jill Laing, Val Venz and Marjorie Malcolm 
were major team members from this time. Glennys Cavanagh joined the team again when she 
became available. During 2020, because of the Covid 19 Pandemic, RI was suspended in all 
Queensland State Schools. At the beginning of 2021, it was thought after so many years of 
ministry to the children at Greenslopes State School, RI lessons might have to cease but a new 
team of Glennys Cavanagh, Thelma Pewee, Ning Tecson and Glenda Brooks (reserve) was able 
to be formed. It is great that the Good News can continue to be presented and lived before the 
children across the road.

     RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION
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FRIENDS & NEIGHBOURS

Friends and Neighbours began in 1978 with Beth Yarrow as Coordinator. Beth and Ian had 
returned to Greenslopes after living in Townsville for several years for work. With the leadership 
of the church it was decided to start a craft and outreach group. The group started with 55 on 
the roll plus nursery aged children and staff. Very many crafts were offered and ideas were 
given for Sylvia Conwell to take back to Fiji when she and Ross returned after furlough. By 1980 
there were 50 regulars climbing to 80 for special events as well as up to 23 children in the 
nursery. Over the next few years, numbers continued to grow and even included several men. 
Sewing demonstrations were held, special speakers including the Public Trustee (making a will), 
a dietitian, aerobics instructors, a Christian TV advertising speaker and a Community Aid Abroad 
display entertained and informed. The members had the opportunity of attending the Caloundra 
Arts and Crafts Fair. As always, opportunities were found to serve others and $143 was raised 
to send skim milk to Zambia. Skim milk was found to be the best food at the time to give to 
malnourished children. Similar activities and demonstrations continued to be held under the 
leadership of Beth as coordinator. 

Marjorie Redlich explaining a crochet pattern to Shirley Conwell

Helen Wolter (Jarrott) with 
her “Faberge” egg
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In 1988, along with the decision by the church to embrace the Centrelife Concept, the name of 
the group changed to "Chat'n'Choose" meaning enrichment through creativity. Shirley Wright 
became coordinator under the leadership of Jim Conwell, the director for Centrelife. By 1991, it 
was well attended with 70 to 80 adults and three groups of children in the nursery. In 1993, 140 
attended the Christmas breakup. Various crafts continued to be offered and activities such as 
"Christianity Explained" and watching the James Dobson videos on parenting etc were available 
in the elective list. For approximately 10 years from 1994 to around 2003 or 04, there continued 
to be around 100 on the roll with the nursery caring for up to 52 children (1995). In fact the 
nursery had a waiting list and only accepted children whose parents were attending (not 
grandparents or other carers) for a couple of years. Coordinators included Marguerite Larwill, 
Conny Jackaki (Biggs), Gwen Conwell, Lynette Lindsay and Val Winterbottom over this time with 
Nursery staff such as Debbie Searle and Phil Wright. At one stage all buildings on the property 
apart from the church were in use. The good attendance allowed some refurbishment to be 
completed such as a new carpet in the nursery and the installation of a commercial dishwasher. 
In 1997 the sale of Mavis Streten's jams and Cedric Bowring's plants raised $1000 which was 
used to support mission activities. In 2003, the members went on a bus trip, had lunch at the 
Fish Bowl restaurant at Redcliffe and a Mother's Day lunch at Moreton TAFE. As some folk who 
had been helping at F & N from the very beginning either retired or moved out of the area, others 
came to take their place. Reg and Von McQuillan with the help of Noel Burke ran the kitchen for 
about 10 years and subsequently Denise Bowring and Phil Wright did this for the group.

Col & Arthur doing 
the washing up 

Gwen & Glenda at 
the sale table
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Jean Wrigley "manned" the sign-in table from approximately 2004 until her health failed around 
2015/16. She was a great boon to the morning as she welcomed everyone who came through 
the door. Chat'n'Choose reverted to being called Friends and Neighbours in the early 2000's. 
The traditions of friendship, caring, helping have continued even though the staff have changed. 
Each year the members participate in the Cancer Council's Biggest Morning Tea, they fundraise 
for Eye Surgery with CBM and also for the charity Days for Girls. In 2007, the members knitted 
for flood and bushfire victims and also for the homeless. Since the 1980's the members have 
provided Christmas gifts for the girls at Carinity Southside and since 2012, most years entries 
are put in the Mt. Gravatt show, often winning prizes. In 2015, the annual report read the 
following: "There are about 40 to 45 people on the roll with a regular attendance of around 30. 
The craft is secondary to the friendships which are formed and the "think spots" given each 
week. Prayer requests are made most weeks and it is great when a few weeks later we can 
praise God for his answer. One recent example was a car crash victim who wasn’t expected to 
live. The group prayed and now it seems that he will be home by Christmas." This could be the 
report for most years. Currently (late  2021), there are around 30 members on the roll with 20 
attending each week, even while living with Covid 19. If someone is away or not well, someone 
within the group will ring and check on them. The philosophy has always been to care about the 
whole person. 

Conny Jackaki (Biggs) leading the Christmas 
party

Jennifer Wrigley looking after 
the children
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Von and Reg McQuillan 
preparing morning tea with Jim 
Conwell

Von’s farewell party after 40 
years

Quilt made for Von by 
the ladies
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       CHURCH PICNICS AND FAMILY CAMPS

It is assumed that Church Picnics were held from the beginning of the work at Greenslopes 
Baptist but the records for these are very sparse. In 1965, the planned picnic was moved to 
Greenslopes State School because of showery weather. During the following years and right up 
until 1981, picnics were held at various places including Mt. Tamborine, Kings Beach at 
Caloundra, Mary Cairncross Park at Maleny, Atkinson's, Hinze and Moogerah Dams as well 
Springbrook, Rathdowney and Ern Dowling Park.

These times of fun and fellowship allowed the congregational members to get to know each 
other in a relaxed atmosphere as well as enjoying the outdoors and God's Creation. A memory 
from the Springbrook picnic in 1976, was persuading a 2 year old that climbing the safety fence 
to look at the waterfall was not a good idea.

Church Family Camps:
During the ministry of Rev. Len Maycock, church family camps started to be held. For a number 
of years they were held at Kingswood near Warwick. These were well attended by the church 
family, with a wide age range fellowshipping and learning together. There was always a mixture 
of studies, free time and fellowship. One speaker remarked on how the church as a whole had 
the ability to mix and play together. Later camps were held at Bribie Island, Mapleton, 
Tallebudgera and Mt. Tamborine. Most times there were good numbers of the congregation 
attending these camps, 100-130 in the years 1975 to 1984, 55-90 in the years from 1989 to 
2000. The year 2000 saw the last of the Church Family Camps. 
Camps were a popular feature of both Boys & Girls' Brigades also. For the Girls' Brigade the 
first camp was held in 1966 on the Anzac Weekend. The Company went to Dunne Creek on the 
Beenleigh to Tamborine Road. Camping was under canvas, cost was 2 pounds ($4) per girl. 
Ten girls and 4 Officers attended with the Andersons coming along to help. Read more about 
camps in the Boys' and Girls' Brigade and Young People's sections of this history.

Christina Hodge (de 
Paris) and Joy Brooks 
(Lenahan) at Kingswood 
camp early 1980’s
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SENIOR CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP, AAA and BUS TRIPS

In the 1970’s under the ministry of Rev. Len Mayock it was decided to start a group for 
older/generally retired members and friends. Each meeting began with morning tea, some 
community hymn singing and a devotion. This was followed by indoor bowls. Those who didn’t 
wish to play were happy to chat.

As time went on it was decided to add bus trips to the activities. These were exceedingly 
popular and couples from Friends &Neighbours joined the trips. Polmanns’ nurseries, Mt. 
Tamborine and Toowoomba during carnival of flowers week were among the destinations. In 
1993, the bus broke down before pickup and cars took the folk to Mt. Glorious and Wivenhoe 
Dam. From time to time, the SCF team challenged the youth group to a bowls competition and 
also Tarragindi Anglican group were challenged. These were times of great hilarity. 
 
The name was changed to AAA (All Age Activities) in the expectation that younger folk might join 
and a larger range of speakers and activities were introduced eg board games and crosswords. 
Speakers included Red Cross, breast cancer awareness, cerebral palsy, GiA, beekeeping, 
cooking demonstrations, Len Young & his wood work. AAA ran until 2009. Leaders included 
Dorothy Anderson, Helen Wolter (Jarrott), Bob & Lorna Baynham, Marjorie Malcolm, Melanie 
Piccini and Marion Rogers. Numbers varied over the years reaching up to 39 in 1990. 

Len showing his finished 
woodwork items
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Bus trip fellowship
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RNA FOOD STALL

The stall enjoyed a wonderful reputation and was a great witness to the people of Brisbane; it 
was also a wonderful time of fellowship between the church family members, with people  
getting to know each other in such a wonderful way. For those involved it will always be 
remembered very fondly indeed. The proceeds from this stall helped to enable the church to do 
things like extending the Sunday School Hall and setting up the new kitchen. This area of 
service stopped because the Royal National Association was demanding massive renovations to 
the area, and this substantially increased rental costs, making this prohibitive for a voluntary 
Christian organization like ourselves. But God is good although the show week was long and the 
work was hot and tiring, we were mightily blessed. The stall closed in 1985 after 60 years. 
Thanks has to be expressed to all who contributed to the successful operation of the stall over 
all the years of its operation.

Leaders of the RNA Committee included Eric Searle, Cliff Parken, Alec Leckey, Merv Boys, Col 
Bristow and Jim Redlich. The tithe went to the following projects: Meals on Wheels, Bindari 
Lodge (now Carinity Southside), Christian Leaders Training College (Banz, PNG), Queensland 
Baptist community Services, Rhonda Conwell (Bracht), Ross Conwell, equipment at the Baptist 
Theological College (now Maylon), Motor cycle for Barry Huntington, Talera Lodge, Margaret 
Boys (Fraser), Bowen building fund, Greenslopes bus fund, Airlie Beach, Glendon and 
Middlemount (Mission to Queensland churches).

   GBC RNA Food Stall
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BOYS’  BRIGADE

The Third Brisbane Boys Brigade began circa 1948 with the first Captain being Captain Bill 
Mathieson followed by Hughie Conwell. The number of boys soon rose to more than thirty. A 
band of polished bugles, base and kettle drums was formed in the early 1950s. The band master 
was Gordon Stewart. The Brigade nights began with the boys’ uniforms being inspected on 
parade followed a by brief devotion, boisterous games, and gymnastics on the spring board, 
wooden horse and parallel bars. Third Brisbane BB Company met with other BB companies for 
drill, swimming and athletic competitions. Eddie Edmonds formed a mouth organ band and the 
boys had regular Saturday visits to the 4BH radio station. By 1959 there were 92 on the roll 
including 54 Life Boys (younger boys). The Brass Band was formed in 1960. Bill Mathieson 
retired as captain in 1962. During 1963 two concerts were held. They had 74 boys on the roll and 
ten officers. The following year the boys participated in Boys' Brigade activities at Dalby with the 
Dalby Company. Then in 1965 Company camp was at Slacks Creek, with the boys going to 
Camp Allowah on the Brisbane River banks in 1966. The boys began printing a BB magazine 
and they raised $24 for "Youth in Action for Christ".

About this time, Life Boys became No.1 Section and the older boys No. 2 section. No. 1 Section 
had 18 boys and 5 Officers. They went on camp near Maclean Bridge. The band was re-started 
under Mr. Thorndike. In 1969 Les Searle and Andrew Parken were awarded their Queen's 
Badge. Officers and or helpers in both sections included Merv Boys, Noel Conwell, Jeanette 
Ham and R. Mackenroth, Ian Yarrow, Ross Conwell and V. Godfrey. The No. 2 section boys won 
both the swimming and the athletics carnivals while No. 1 came 2nd in gymnastics and 3rd in 
athletics. The company continued to do well at the Battalion or State competitions. In 1971 No. 2 
won the athletics for the fourth year in a row and Adrian Clausen and Peter Laing won the 
inaugural State Canoe Race. in 1972 they won the canoe-a-thon on the Brisbane River from 
Fernvale to College's Crossing.

Boys’ Brigade Company in 1950’s
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Life boys – date unknown

Boys’ Brigade Guard of 
honour for Roy and Gloria 
Wright’s wedding
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Ian Yarrow became Captain in 1973 and remained in this position until the end of 1975 when 
he moved to Townsville for work. In 1975 Clinton Conwell, Greg Burns, R. LaRoche and G. 
Cook were presented with their Queen's Badge. The Company consisted of 68 boys and 
Officers. Camps continued to be held, some of these were training camps and some fun 
camps.
 
Roley Thorndike took over as Captain in 1976. The boys had a sponsored bike ride to raise 
funds for the Cairns and Conwell’s in Fiji. No. 1 section came first in the figure marching 
competition and second in both athletics and gymnastics. Rodney Leembruggen and Geoff 
Wright received their Queen’s Badge. Lesley Conwell was Officer in Charge of No. 1 Section 
and Noel Conwell of No. 2. A canoe-a-thon was held in 1977 to raise funds for Talera. The 
boys marched in the Baptist Centenary March in the city. Camps were held at Brett’s farm at 
Kahoolawe and Kholo. Officers and Warrant Officers at this time included Peter Boys, 
Graham Searle, Adrian Clausen, Lionel Lanagan, Barry Leembruggen and Greg Burns. 
Numbers at this time were 18 in No.2 Section and 26 in No. 1.

Camping & Gymnastics
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No 1 section fancy dress night and 
David in No. 2 formal uniform 1980’s
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Ian Yarrow resumed as Captain when he returned from Townsville in 1978. A celebration of 30 
years of Boys’ Brigade and 25 of Girls’ Brigade was held. The Queen’s Colours were presented 
to the Company by David Jull M.H.R. A Brigades family picnic was held. In 1979 Greg Burns 
took over as O.I.C (Officer in Charge) for No. 1 Section. No. 2 Section went on a 2 day canoe 
expedition and a 3 day hike. The Family Fair raised money for the Conwells in Fiji and a 16 ft 
canoe was purchased. Greg Burns took over as Captain in 1980. David Wrigley, Len Young and 
Donna Young also became Officers. Greg continued as Captain until 1983 when Clinton Conwell 
took over. A father and son camp was held in 1981 and 1984. The boys were also visited by 
speakers from Creation Science and Drug Arm. Officers Martin Conwell, Richard Simpson, John 
Manning, Ian Larwill and Staff Sergeant Craig Dunster were leading the Company.

Richard Simpson became Captain in 1985. Noel Conwell continued to be O.I.C. for No. 1 
Section and he ran it with the help of Ian and Murray Larwill and Col Clausen. Richard ran No. 2 
Section with Noel Conwell, David Wrigley and Craig Dunster with W/O Stephen Martin. A No. 2 
training camp was held at Atkinson’s Dam (now Glengarry). The Company took part in the 
Spectacular at Festival Hall. Tim Parker, Leanne Griffiths (Jones), W/O’s Paul Wrigley and 
Danny Conwell came on board as leaders. The boys took part in the billy cart derby at Mt. 
Cootha. A combined boys and girls camp was held at Alexandra Headlands. At this time there 
were 11 in No. 1 Section and 12 in No. 2. Richard continued to run the Company for the next 
three years. In 1988 both sections moved to Friday night as the numbers were small and this 
maximized the staff effort. Officers and helpers included Danny Conwell, Lyndon Walker, and 
Adrian Dunster. The Company closed at the end of 1988. One of the difficulties was the clash 
with Youth Group which was also on Friday nights.

3rd Brisbane Boys’ Brigade reopened in 2012 with Jesse Webb as Captain and Officers Stewart 
Menteith, Bruce Tucker and Marcus Hold. That year the boys hosted the Battalion Senior Boys 
Bible Quiz and Founders’ Day service. They helped with the BB stall at the Mt. Gravatt show, 
the set up for the Girls’ Brigade Queensland Fruit & Vegetable Display at the RNA and went on 
camp with the girls. There had been some changes since Greenslopes Baptist last had a Boys’ 
Brigade. The Company decided to wear the Contemporary uniform rather than the Classic and 
the No. 1 Section was Juniors and No. 2 now Seniors. It was also decided to run an Anchor 
group and to meet on the same night as the girls. At the end of 2013 Jesse Webb resigned as 
Captain and Stewart Menteith took some leave. With the help of Peter Brooks, Gary Cazzulino, 
Paul Lenahan and Graeme Jones the Senior program has been maintained. Matthew Cheetham 
became Company Captain in mid 2014. The Senior boys went on Expedition camp in April and 
later in the year enjoyed doing geocaching with Luke Rissmann. During this time the Anchors 
and Girls' Brigade Cadets were run as one group. During 2015 funds were raised for Assist A 
Sista which helps victims of domestic violence. Rami Sahib came and spoke to the Company 
about dealing with children where domestic violence has occurred.

Soapbox Derby is enjoyed by the boys most years, whether the Battalion one at Tarragindi or 
the State run one at Mt. Coot-Tha. The boys enjoyed the couple of years when Adam Piccini 
joined the Company when they learned figure marching and the Juniors took part in the 
International Team Games. Camps or sleepovers were enjoyed most years. Obadiah Pewee, 
Bupe Kaonga and Praises Pewee all completed the Leadership Course run over 3 years and 
also obtained their S.W.A.S.A (Sir William Alexander Smith Award). Matthew resigned the 
Captaincy at the end of 2018 due to ill-health and the Company continued to run with the help of 
Girls' Brigade Captain Glenda Brooks as Administrator. Praises Pewee has very capably had the 
oversight of the Senior group since 2019 and also teaches BB skills to the Anchors and Juniors 
as required. Currently in 2021 there are 3 Anchors, 2 Juniors and 3 Seniors on the roll.
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Anzac Day 
March at 
Annerley 2013

Above – setting up for the 
Ekka

Right – Adam Piccini & 
Glenda celebrating his 
Gold Duke of Edinburgh
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Fun at Day camp 2020

Hilton, Harvey & Matt in Junior, Anchor and Senior Contemporary uniform
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  GIRLS’ LIFE BRIGADE until 1965 then 
    GIRLS’ BRIGADE

Girls' Brigade started in 1950 with the first Captain being Mrs. Frizz who led for 6 months. Her 
officers were Mrs. Palmer and Mrs. Thurkettle. The second Captain was Mrs. Smith who stayed 
for 4 years. Around 1955 the third Captain was Miss Lorna Munnich with officers Gwen Conwell, 
Gloria Kellow, Mrs. Brinkley and Mrs. Worboys. In her term as Captain the Cadet Section was 
formed. The fourth Captain was Miss Margaret White (Thorndike). The fifth Captain was Mrs. 
Ruth Parken. The Cadet and Girls Club continued under the leadership of Mrs. Parken. The 
tenure of the before mentioned Captains ranged from 1950 to 1974. 

The first girls and Officers

By 1958 there were 58 girls on the roll and around 18 Cadets. This continued with similar 
numbers for some time. There were up to 10 Officers. In 1964, a new program was introduced 
and in 1965 there was a name change of the organization from Girls’ Life Brigade to The Girls’ 
Brigade when there was an amalgamation of The Girls’ Brigade of Ireland, Girls’ Guildry of 
Scotland and The Girls’ Life Brigade of England.
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Thelma Searle, Gwen Conwell, Lorna Baynham, Gloria Kellow, Eris Peters

Margaret White (Thorndike) became Captain in 1967. She had 2 Warrant Officers and 2 helpers. 
Karen Brinkley, Rhonda Conwell (Bracht) and Lyn Bradley were looking after the Cadet group. 
Hiking and Folk Dancing were an enjoyable part of the program. Officers and helpers over the 
next few years included Ruth & Margaret Parken, June Randall, Pat Bartlett, Gloria Kellow 
(Adam), Janet Kaminski (Page) and Sonny Calvert. In 1972 difficulties arose because of the 
lack of trained Leaders and the way Brigade was run at the time. This led to the Company being 
run as a girls’ group during 1973 and then it was recommenced with 23 girls on the roll and 
Dorothy Maycock as Captain. Officers were Gloria Kellow, Olive Leckey, Margaret Boys 
(Fraser), Trudy Clausen (Hold), Judith Maycock (Searle), and Rosemarie Leckey (Kliese).

By 1975 there were 43 girls. Marie Bartlett (Morris) did her training to become an Officer. That 
year the girls went to camp at Kingswood near Warwick and the following year went to 
Toowoomba to march in the Carnival of Flowers parade, however because of the rain the 
procession was a series of buses. For the Baptist centenary in Queensland in 1977, the 
Company took part in the city March and were chosen to be in the welcoming party for Princess 
Alexandra’s visit. Camps were held at Currumbin and together with 1st Brisbane (Rosalie 
Baptist) at Burleigh Heads. In 1978, there was also a combined celebration with Boys’ Brigade 
(30 years) & 25 for the girls.

Lesley Conwell became Captain in 1979 when the Maycocks concluded their ministry at 
Greenslopes. There were 75 girls on the roll at that time. Leaders were Trudy Clausen (Hold), 
Dawn Burns and Glenda Brooks with Auxiliaries Enid Boys, Val Winterbottom, Jocelyn Redlich, 
Gweneth Conwell and Leona Bowring (Conwell). Sue Knott ( Wight), Gail Young and Helen 
Wolter joined the team the following year. Numbers on the roll stayed up above the 50 mark, 
reaching 70 girls again in 1982. The girls from Coorparoo along with their Leader Jan Manning 
joined the Company that year. Glenda Manson, Gwyn Simpson and Leanne Griffiths (Jones) 
became Officers along with Jenny Hesse, who worked as a helper for many years.
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Camp at Caloundra early 1990’s

During the next few years activities included attending the World Day of Prayer March and 
service, promoting Girls’ Brigade at Family Week Fair at Coorparoo, putting on a Creation Science 
night and attending the Divisional day trip to Rainbow Valley at Ferny Hills. Angela Bowmar 
received her Queen’s Award in1984. At the beginning of 1985 Glenda Manson (Captain) and Val 
Winterbottom resigned. Gwyn Simpson took over as Captain with Officers Leanne Griffiths, 
Leonie Simpson and Glenda Brooks with helper Jenny Hesse. During the year, the Cadets and 
Mini Juniors visited the deer farm at Nambour, the Company took part in the swimming carnival 
with 5th Division, the Seniors/Pioneers went to the State International Year of Youth camp and 
had a bush camp at Mount Monsildale. They also attended the World Day of Prayer service at 
Annerley and had a jump off for Jump Rope for Heart. It was decided that the girls would be 
encouraged each year to bring small change for a project. The 1986 project was to provide 
Christmas gifts for the Cairns children in Fiji while in 1987 it was for the Multiple Sclerosis Society. 
The Seniors sewed nighties for the hospital in Zambia and Patricia Kelly and Mea Simpson (Cran) 
gained their Silver Duke of Edinburgh Awards. The Company held a musical evening to celebrate 
60 years of Girls’ Brigade in Australia. 

Bev McVean did her Officer training and remained as a Leader for the following several years. 
Tracey Young received her Queen's Award in 1988. The Company took part in the  Anzac Day 
March up at Annerley and continues to do so up until the current time apart from it being cancelled 
due to rain and in 2020 it was cancelled because of the Covid 19 lockdown. Several girls went to 
the bicentennial camp at Caloundra. The 40th birthday of Girls' Brigade Queensland was 
celebrated in 1989 with a picnic in the park at the Botanical Gardens in the city. The Company 
took part in the State Drill competition. Annerley Baptist Company closed during 1989 and 8 
Juniors and Seniors transferred to the Greenslopes Company. During the beginning of 1990, 
Gwyn Simpson resigned as Captain and Glenda Brooks took over along with Leaders Bev 
McVean, Monica Schiller, Angela Bowmar with helpers Jenny Hesse, Cecile Bowmar and a 
mother's roster. The 40th anniversary of the Company was celebrated with 80 former girls and the 
current 30, with various past Officers attending.
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The Seniors and Pioneers went to Dunethin Rock camp to develop their canoeing skills and the 
Pioneers joined other Pioneers for a bus tour of Queensland. Camp was held at Crossroads at 
Toogoolawah, the project raised money for Bibles for India, the girls started bringing along used 
postage stamps and participated in Jump Rope for Heart. 1990 was the year that Mea Simpson 
(Cran) received her Queen's Award.

Camp fun in the 
1990’s
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During 1991, the Company grew to 36 girls. Company camp was held at Caloundra. A talent 
evening was held to entertain the parents, the Cadets and Juniors visited the RSPCA and $200 
was raised for Bikes for Bibles. Camp in 1992 was back to Crossroads at Toogoolawah. Leanne 
Griffiths (Jones) returned as a Leader after maternity leave and Fay Walters became a long 
term helper in the Company working with the Juniors. A Pie Drive was held as a fundraiser. 1993 
was the world centenary of Girls' Brigade and the Company took part in the street march in the 
city to the Piazza at Southbank. Girls took part in the various items that were part of the 
celebrations. 1994 the Company started wearing the new uniform of skirt, blouse and sash. 
Camp was held at Camp Cal at Caloundra and Rachel Cavanagh received her Queen's Award. 
The Company now numbered around 25 girls and at the end of the year, they performed the 
musical "Deck the Mall". Joy Brooks (Lenahan) received her Queen's Award in 1996 and then 
did her Leader Training. Over these years Judy Brooks (Scott), Adele Walters (Shim), Louise 
Boettcher and Lorretta Davies completed their Bridge Awards Level 1 and 2, the first girls in the 
Company to do these new Awards within the Duke of Edinburgh Scheme in Queensland. Joy 
completed her Bronze, Silver and Gold as did Judy while Adele and Juanita Hold (Skinner) after 
Bridge Awards completed their Bronze D. of E. The Company performed the musical Psalty 
"Check Your Connection".

In 1999 Girls’ Brigade Queensland celebrated 50 years and the following year the Company 
celebrated its golden anniversary. During the year the girls attended the Divisional camp at 
Mujimba. Leaders over this time included Val Winterbottom, Leanne Jones, Joy Brooks 
(Lenahan) with helpers including Adele Walters (Shim), Sharon Klupfel (Cavanagh), Juanita 
Hold (Skinner), Judy Brooks (Scott), Rachel Cavanagh and Selina Chang. Judy and Juanita did 
their training to become Leaders with both of them receiving their Queen’s Award, Judy in 2001 
and Juanita in 2002. In 2002, the Company performed “Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs” 
written by Leanne Jones and Matthew Scott. They also took part in the March and Church 
Parade at the City Tabernacle Baptist Church for 75 years of GB in Australia, and attended the 
State Camp. $240 was raised for the Bible Society. 

Girls continued to do the Duke of Edinburgh Bridge Award, camps were held at Mt. Tamborine 
and a day camp at Kindilan, a trip to Coochimudlo Island and a sleepover. In 2005, refugee girls 
recently arrived from Liberia began to attend. The project that year was to help children at the 
Evangelical Church of Guinea. By 2008 a regular activity was for the Senior and Pioneer girls to 
help set up the Girls' Brigade Queensland Fruit and Vegetable display for the yearly RNA. This 
continued until circumstances changed about 2018 and the display was discontinued. Over the 
years some of the Leaders at 2nd Brisbane headed up the display. Particular thanks go to 
Juanita Skinner, Fiona Waites as Leaders and girls such as Eryn and Kathryn Wrigley and 
Monique Hold who really participated in the set up. Girls' Brigade Queensland won the display 
for several years in a row. Duke of Edinburgh continued to be a strong part of the Girls' Brigade 
program with most of the Seniors and Pioneers attaining the Bridge Awards and Pioneers 
including Kelly MacDonnell, Eryn Wrigley (Lehman), Lillian Bennett (Marshall) receiving their 
Bronze Award and Eryn and Lillian going on to receive their Silver. The girls explored the Mercy 
ship "Doulos" while it was in port and also for one year's project supported a nurse aboard one 
of the other Mercy ships. 

2009 Girls' Brigade Queensland celebrated 60 years of GB in the state with the Aussie Arvo 
Adventure. This was the year Kelly MaDonnell was presented with her Queen's Award. In 2010 
the Company celebrated their 60 years with a Church Parade and morning tea. Later in the 
year, Eryn was presented with her Queen's Award. Glenda Brooks served as State 
Commissioner from 2007 to 2013. Several members of the Company were on the organising 
committee for Fonomarae 2014. During this time camps continued to be held. It became more 
difficult to choose campsites as the range of places allowing self-catering became quite limited. 
Glengarry at Mt. Tarampa, House of Happiness at Bribie Island and Mt. Tamborine became 
favourite sites. Judy Pewee (Waylee) received her Queen's Award in 2017.
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In 2020 a scaled down celebration was held because of the Covid 19 pandemic, but still a 
thanksgiving service and afternoon tea could be held. This was streamed on-line. The speaker 
on this occasion was Pam Condie who had begun her Brigade journey at 2nd Brisbane. There 
was a note of sadness at the service with the acknowledgement of the home call of two of our 
Captains, Lorna Baynham (Munnich) and Margaret Thorndike. Currently (2021) the Company is 
still continuing albeit with reduced numbers though growing again. There is a stable group of 
Leaders who also support 3rd Brisbane Boys' Brigade. Camp in this year was held at the Boys' 
Brigade campsite at Glengarry, Mt. Tarampa where the girls joined with three other GB 
Companies and the boys were able to have a weekend under canvas. The project this year is to 
support an orphanage in Liberia while in the last few years, wind socks have been provided for 
MAF and food has been provided for Ronald MacDonald House. The Containers for Change 
program has worked out as an excellent fund raiser as have the election stalls and sausage 
sizzles. As part of the program to promote Girls' Brigade and other church ministries more 
widely, promotional stands selling plants and giving out brochures have been held at 
Greenslopes mall on Saturday mornings, and outside the church on school days to speak to the 
parents and children on their way home from school. Current Leaders are Glenda Brooks 
(Captain), Trudy Hold, Judy Waylee, Rebekah de Brueys and Joy Lenahan.

Left- camp 
2013

Right- 
a favourite 
camp game

Senior girls going hiking mid 1980’s
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Left:
1990 Company at 40th 
celebrations

First Company girls at 
50th celebrations

Eryn & Lorna at 60th 
    celebrations

Marilyn, Leanne, Monica
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Government House events:

Left - Kelly  Queen’s Award 
(5th from left)

Below:
Joy & Judy – Gold Duke of Edinburgh with 
Glenda
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MISSIONARY ACTIVITY

Greenslopes has always been a missionary-minded fellowship, in the early days planting and 
supporting churches at Holland Park, Majestic Park and Tarragindi. For many years a special 
weekend was reserved in May to focus on missions, particularly those outside of the local area. 
Various past missionaries as well as a current one have provided their individual stories and 
these are contained at the end of this segment of the history.

For the 1961 weekend (the first there are records for), Rev. J.C. Williams was the speaker. Most 
years there was fundraising for a particular target. As well as that, as previously noted 
Missionary parcels were sent overseas and to within Australia from many of the individual 
ministries. In 1962 funds were used to purchase a diesel engine for the Birisiri Hospital in 
Assam. In 1965, the theme for the weekend was “The Living Word for a Dying World”. The 
major speaker was Dick Donaldson along with Rev. Frank Starr and Rev. B. Wright. Miss Jean 
May, a former Sunday School scholar now serving with Wycliffe in New Guinea gave her 
testimony. During this year, Ken Cairns went to Prairie Bible Institute in Canada to do training for 
missionary work.

Speakers for the Convention weekends over the next few years included Rev. Harry West, Rev. 
J. Kime, Rev. Nowlan, Rev. G. Martin and Rev. C. Nichols. Howard Thurkettle also spoke before 
he and Valerie left for Mt. Hagen. The Missionary Committee also provided support for Lester 
McGrath training with the RAAF in Canberra, Ian Yarrow with the Army in Vietnam and Ken 
Cairns at Prairie Bible Institute in Canada before he moved to Fiji to commence work there. By 
1969, the following students were in training: Rhonda Conwell (Bracht) at Queensland Bible 
Institute, Dorothy Tweddell (Mathieson) at Melbourne Bible Institute and Barry Huntington at the 
Queensland Baptist Theological college (now Malyon College).

Dorothy Tweddell (Mathieson) moved to Christian Leaders' Training College in Banz (PNG) by 
1970. Dick and Audrey Donaldson were at Tari  before moving to Runginae (both in PNG). The 
Thurkettles returned to Australia in 1972 and Sylvia (Nowlan) and Paul Wightman were at 
Melbourne Bible Institute. Rhonda Conwell (Bracht) began working with Ambassadors for Christ 
in Sydney. In 1974, Ken Cairns married Mary Nott and they returned to Fiji where they continued 
working with the local people until around 2012. Barry and Adele Huntington went to Baiyer 
River and later Lapalama in PNG with Australian Baptist Missionary Society (Now Global 
Interaction), and Ross and Sylvia Conwell and family went to train at Prairie Bible Institute 
before working in Fiji.

In 1975, J. Oswald Sanders held a teaching mission in June following the Missionary 
Convention in May. Dorothy Tweddell moved to the USA in 1975 to study at Wheaton College 
and following that to Michigan State University where she completed her Ph.D in Cross-Cultural 
studies. She then returned to Australia and took up a position with the Australian Bible Society. 
Stuart Robinson was the speaker at the 1977 Convention. One of the guests was Silas Neksip 
from Telefomin (PNG). Shirley Bowring responded to the challenge, going to work for the ABMS 
in Melbourne for several years. By this time Margaret Boys (Fraser) was training to go to 
Bangladesh, Lois Harvey was training at WEC in Tasmania and Barry and Adele Huntington 
were now working in a Government position in PNG.

Stuart Bradley who had been with the Australian forces in Vietnam was the speaker at the 
Convention in 1981. He had a particular interest in the Vietnamese “boat people” refugees who 
were coming to Australia. Robyn McElnae, staff worker with Nurses Christian Fellowship, Ross 
and Sylvia Conwell, working with OAC in Canada and Linda Watkins training with WEC were 
supported by the missionary fund. Due to circumstances, the Missionary Committee lost two 
long time supporting couples, the Tweddells and the Boys. 



76

$500 was sent to the ABMS children's Hostel in Wewak (PNG) and in 1986, $1000 was given to 
Mission to Queensland Tieri Building fund, and in 1988 the project was for the Murrie 
Fellowship. During this time Angela Bowmar, Dwight Walker and Katrina Little went with a work 
party to New Guinea, Diana Eastment went to Pakistan, Kay Moore (Cripps) began a two year 
course at the Baptist Theological College, Ross and Sylvia Conwell were working with OAC 
Australia and Sowers Pacific while David Wrigley was a student in training and Louise Moore a 
student Staff Worker at the University of Queensland. David Wrigley went to work with Fusion in 
Victoria and later with them in Sydney.

About this time, it was decided to have missionary spots once a month during the church service 
instead of holding a convention. The projects continued as required. In 1990, 40 pairs of shorts 
were sent to Alan and Pam Bird in the Frieda River area of PNG. During the next few years, the 
Cairns and Conwells continued to be supported, Mea and Stuart Cran and Sharyn Weeks also 
during their training. Sharyn went to India with Frontier Services for a time after training. Bob & 
Shirley Pattemore working with Mission to Queensland at Mossman were supported from 
approximately 1991 to 1999. In 1993, fundraising was undertaken including a car rally to host a 
team from Fiji. Teams were sent to Fiji in 1995 and 1997 as well in 2010. In 1997, Fay Clausen 
went to Fiji to support the church at Narere, particularly to encourage the women's work there. 
Greenslopes has continued to have a close relationship with the Fijian churches.

In 1999, the church hosted a musical group from the Fingal Church as well as having a garage 
sale which raised over $1000 for missions. The following year $500 was given to help transport 
hospital equipment to the Philippines. Alison Tucker and Geoff and Chris Carter were preparing 
to go overseas, Alison to Laos and Geoff & Chris to China. For these, teaching English was the 
priority. Alison has continued this to the present time, also establishing training courses for 
bakery and hospitality students. In 2004, $1000 was raised via Election stalls to support 
Marguerite Larwill in going to China to encourage Chris and Geoff. Geoff and Chris returned to 
Australia in 2012 as they needed to support aging parents.

In May 2014, a very successful night promoting Missions to the Church was held. In this event, 
the following areas were showcased, Fiji where Ken & Mary Cairns minister, Laos, with Alison 
Tucker, Liberia (where many of the African folk are from) and Children and Charity, Myanmar. 12 
NLT Bibles for the Bible College in Fiji have been purchased and arrangements are being made 
for them to be couriered to Fiji. A visit to the work in Yangon, Myanmar took place in 
September/October 2014. The church  was represented at the GIA Resonate Event in 
September featuring Larry & Jan Martin, concluding after serving 28 years in Thailand and Maz 
& Esther who are serving the IB people of SE Asia.

Six guest speakers either shared their story or preached in church services during 2015. They 
are: Luke Harland (GiA), Bethany Puffett (Pioneers), Nick Riddell, Colin Johnson (Barnabas 
Fund), Michael Fackerell (Radio Ministry), and Ken Cairns. Jim and Jennifer Johnston visited 
Thai & Gabriel from Children and Charity, Myanmar. Jim and Jennifer together with Graeme 
Jones visited Alison Tucker and the team in Laos. Two parcels of “treats from Australia” were 
sent to Alison. Special farewell events were held to mark the end of Ken and Mary’s ministry in 
Fiji. Val Venz decided to settle in Dalby after a fruitful ministry of encouraging churches in rural 
and remote areas of Australia.

About 2017, the church was blessed to have a group of Solomon Islanders visit to inspire and 
encourage. The Youth group visited Vanuatu to pass on encouragement to others. Simon Turner 
went to Malawi with a work party to rebuild a school and also to help with rebuilding in northern 
Iraq after the civil war there.
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Audrey Donaldson (Peters)- New Guinea
Written by Janet Dean, daughter

Audrey Donaldson (nee Peters) was brought up in a Christian 
family at Greenslopes Baptist by Muriel and Tom Peters. Muriel was 
well known for her hospitality, and Audrey met her future husband 
Dick Donaldson through one of the guests that Muriel had invited to 
their home. Audrey attended Melbourne Bible Institute in the late 
1940’s in preparation for the mission field and then travelled to PNG 
with the mission then known as UFM in 1949 to begin her mission 
work there. She married Dick in 1950 and they began pioneer work 
firstly at Lake Kutubu then Orokana providing medical help, 
farming, school teaching, counselling, church planting – basically 
anything that needed doing, as they were the only non-indigenous 
people living in that area and surrounds. They also established a 
mission station at Mount Bosavi and were “parents” to missionary 
children who attended boarding school at Tari. Mum retired from the 
mission field in the 1970’s, but she and Dick continued their ministry 
pastoring a church in Rockhampton until Dick died in 2007. Since 
then, Audrey has lived in Brisbane, and was always available to 
encourage and pray with women who were in contact with her. At 
93, Audrey is now in residential care at Wishart Gardens.
 

Howard and Valerie (Ham) Thurkettle  - New 
Guinea          Written by Howard & Val 

Prior to our marriage, Val and I attended Bible 
College in Sydney for two years in preparation for 
the Lord’s leading.
The Lord’s call to serve Him overseas was always 
in our minds. We prayed about God’s will for us and 
wrote to missionaries in PNG to seek their advice 
about serving as supporting workers. I learnt that 
Trevor and Joan Ross were working in Mt. Hagen 
with High School students connected with the 
Baptist Hostel and were self-supporting. Trevor 
suggested that I apply to the local government for a 
position as a mechanic. My application was 
accepted and we arrived in Mt. Hagen in February 
1967. We spent 5 years in Mt. Hagen working with 
the New Guinea High School Students as well as 
leading and preaching in Pidgin English Church 
services. 

 Also, each Sunday morning I would drive out to a coffee plantation where workers from 
surrounding plantations gathered for worship. I would preach in Pidgin and this message 
translated to the different “talks”. Val worked with the local school children and their mothers. We 
appreciated the prayerful support of the Greenslopes Church during this time. May God bless and 
guide the Greenslopes Baptist Church as you look back over 100 years and trust God for all that 
is to come.
Blessings,
Val & Howard.



78

Ken and Mary Cairns – Fiji

Written by Ken & Mary
 In January 1974, we sailed from Sydney to Fiji to 
commence a pioneering Church planting/discipleship 
ministry that God had called us to. During the next few 
years, 2 daughters were born to us. Miriam and Alison, 
who, [in time] helped us in the ministry. Over the 44 
years, we saw this vision realised with the Lord's 
enabling along with the help of a number of ministry 
and construction volunteers.
We praise God for the privilege of serving Him and for 
the joy of seeing adults and children accept Christ as 
their Saviour and going on for Him. We are grateful for 
the prayer and financial support of Greenslopes 
Baptist Church along with other individuals who 
enabled us to continue in ministry. In 2015, we retired 
and handed over the ministry to the Indigenous people 
and we are confident that God will continue to build His 
church.

We wish you every blessing as you reflect and 
celebrate 100 years of God's faithfulness at 
Greenslopes Baptist Church.

Love and blessings,
Ken & Mary Cairns

Our introduction to Greenslopes Baptist began as 
pre-teens and has continued over the years of our 
ministry in Fiji and Canada.
We are forever grateful for the lessons learned at 
Greenslopes, for the loving and caring leadership of 
so many, and the prayers from Greenslopes family 
that were offered on our behalf during our mission 
years.   We would often say to our children that they 
were the “most prayed for” children in the world - 
our thanks to those involved in the sending out of us 
as a family so many years ago.
All glory to God for His faithfulness to us in every 
area of life as we spent our years away from home, 
always aware of our home church at Greenslopes 
who so wonderfully cared for us.
Our lives have surely been blessed and shaped in 
so many ways through being a part of Greenslopes, 
so our grateful thanks to you all on this 
100th Celebration.    Ross and Sylvia 

Ross & Sylvia Conwell - Canada & Fiji
Written by Ross & Sylvia
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In 1969, Dorothy resigned from her teaching job in Queensland and went to study at the 
Melbourne Bible Institute. In1970 she went to PNG to teach at Christian Leaders' Training College 
in Banz. In 1975 she went to USA to study at Wheaton College, and followed this by completing  
postgraduate studies at Michigan State University in Cross Cultural Studies. She then worked as a 
teacher in Nairobi, Kenya for a few months.

In 1981 she married David Harris, an Anglican Minister from Adelaide who was working as the 
head of the Bible Society in Adelaide. Dorothy was widowed in 1983 when David died very 
suddenly. Dorothy returned to Queensland and joined the pastoral team at Gateway Baptist, 
becoming the first female pastor within the Baptist Union of Queensland. 

Dorothy Harris's journey with Servants started in 1987 when she joined the Manila team. She 
spent 18 months living in the slums of Manila in order to understand the situation. After two or 
three years in Manila, Dorothy joined the newly formed Bangkok team before returning to Australia 
where she was appointed Australia Coordinator in 1992. Dorothy served in that leadership role 
until 1995. In 2001, Dorothy, now Dorothy Mathieson after marrying George (a Church of Christ 
Pastor), was invited to be Servants International Coordinator which she accepted and remained as 
leader of Servants International till the end of 2004. In the following years she stayed close to the 
Servants  Australia team. 

In 1996, Dorothy and George started a TEASOL (Teaching English as a second language) group, 
mostly out of Windsor Rd Baptist among Refugees and migrants. This ministry still continues. She 
and George while living at Palm Beach in the Gold Coast had a ministry among the International 
students at Bond university, holding baptisms in the ocean. 

With her husband George, she wrote “Seeds of Joy”and “The Renewal Journals”, continuing this 
until her death in September 2017.

Dorothy Mathieson (Tweddell/Harris)- PNG, USA, Phillipines, Australia

Information thanks to Rosemary Morgan

Above: With the team from Servants for Asia’s 
Urban Poor

Left: Dorothy Mathieson
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Receiving her Doctorate
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. 
Jim and Marj Redlich’s son-in-law, Roley Thorndike, was guest speaker at Greenslopes Baptist 
Church and talked about being donkeys for Jesus - carrying bibles and literature from Hong 
Kong into China.  We thought we could be donkeys and we went to Hong Kong for 6 weeks and 
at the end of the six weeks felt we were being called there for a longer period. After almost 2 
years of preparation with ABMS (now Global Interaction) we headed for China to work with the 
Hui Muslim people.
We were only there for 9 months when ”SARS” broke out and we had to return home. It was 12 
months before we returned to China to start our work in earnest.
We were two small tadpoles in a huge pond but God made it obvious to us every day of His 
presence. The words “when I called you answered and with your strength you strengthened me” 
kept us going and every day we saw His hand in almost everything we did.
Through the generosity of many churches in Australia, and especially GBC, we were able to 
continue our work for a further 5 1/2 years.
Thank you Greenslopes for your faithfulness and congratulations on reaching this milestone.
When we moved to China, we found a unit in an area where there was a concentration of Hui 
Muslim people. We were conscious of Muslim traditions and ate at only Muslim restaurants and 
made the locals aware that our house was “clean”. They won’t come to a house, and definitely 
won’t eat anything, if they think pork has been in your house. 

Geoff and Chrissy Carter – China       Written by Geoff & Chris

Chris started English classes in the local Muslim kindergarten for poorer families and this gave us 
an “in” with the locals. Mothers and grandmothers would come with their children and participate 
in the lessons. These families became close friends and would come to our house for meals and 
special events like Christmas and Easter. Geoff would explain to them in Chinese why we 
celebrated these events and they came to see and understand why they were important to us. 
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We were often invited to their home villages on special occasions - like the opening of a new 
mosque, weddings and circumcisions.  
Chris also gave private tutoring to Adam, an Imam’s son. We had many meals with them, 
shared our beliefs, and were surprised with how many things we had in common - like our love 
for the one God we believed in. 
We organised an outing for the little English school, hired a bus, packed a picnic for them all, 
because by this time they knew we only ate “clean” food the same as them. It was wonderful 
watching the excitement on their faces and the memories of our time with them will be with us 
forever and hopefully will be for them also. 

Geoff & Chris with the head 
Imam in Xian. Chris gave his 
son, Adam English lessons

Trust and Obey  Alison Tucker – Laos
Written by Alison
God knows your character. He made you. If God asks you to do something, whatever it is, He will 
equip, enable and help you to do it. We can try to hide, dreading what God might ask us to do, 
when there is absolutely no need to fear. 

So when God spoke to me, He very gently asked me if I was willing to prepare to go overseas for 
Him. Of course I wondered how a seriously introverted person with a hearing aid and glasses 
could be of any use, but I was willing to prepare and see where He led. Finishing post-graduate 
studies, doing an English teaching qualification and a course at B College were all part of that 
preparation, so it took years. During that time I didn’t know where He might ask me to go, but I 
really didn’t doubt that He would send me. I had my own idea but as I explored that, He shut the 
door. So I had just about finished my B College diploma before I knew He wanted me to go to 
Laos. By late 2003, I was on my way. Apart from a few ‘home assignments’, I have been here 
ever since. 

Teaching is a vital ministry here, as the education system is woeful. Teaching English also allows 
foreigners to live here long term and train locals to be His disciples. The woeful education system 
means that people don’t read for understanding, can’t integrate information, and are not used to 
applying it. That also means that His people lack the skills to read, understand, and apply His 
Word which is available in the national language. 
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We teach English as part of a missional business, and it works because we balance the mission 
and the business. That is almost impossible, but one of the best things about being here is 
seeing Him do the impossible on a daily basis. And He provides the stamina and grace to keep 
going, year after year. That continuity is part of the reason we are seeing fruit. We are living His 
faithfulness, love and care. That makes us believable as we share our lives with and train our 
staff.

Apart from seeing and living God’s faithfulness, love and care, another highlight of my time here 
has been seeing a group of believers flourish in an ethnic group that previously had no believers. 
The remote village of DD sits in a region where people live an ancient animistic lifestyle of fear 
and poverty. One young woman found God through our ministry. Now in the village of 19 houses, 
more than thirty people know and believe their Creator. In the face of local and regional 
antagonism, they witness to His love and power

I still struggle with being introverted, trying to hear and understand people who can’t or won’t 
speak clearly, and with constant heat stress. I ran out of strength and energy years ago, but 
that’s the secret. We aren’t working in our own strength. It is an amazing privilege to serve God 
in this place and to experience the consistent support of the people who are GBC.. 

This diagram aims to summarize what we do in our missional business. 
It enables us to employ about 25 staff, all of whom contribute to our goal of being and 
making disciples.
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Team Photo 2020

The Bakery
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COUNSELLING CENTRE- ORIGIN & REPORTS
Written by Jenny Mackenzie

The Greenslopes Counselling Centre was established, circa 1993, in response to a conversation 
between God and Jenny McKenzie, this writer.
Driving home from a Baptist Ladies Conference, at which I had spoken on the Holiness of God , 
there were many thoughts in my mind about the problems many of the women and families in 
our church community were experiencing, and how there didn’t appear to be any psychological 
help, and notably, limited practical helps available to support them in those struggles. I was 
asking God what he thought I could do about that. 

 God’s response was, I think I can recall it literally, “For 20 years I have been drawing people to 
your area and now is the time to set up a centre that people can come to for support”. 
Interestingly it became evident over the ensuing years that there was a theme of people being 
set free of generational bondage to the third generation. I remain convinced this was a big part 
of God’s plan.

Thankfully the leadership of the church were very supportive of the vision and so the Youth 
Centre Building next door to the Church, with a bit of rejigging, became the Greenslopes Baptist 
Counselling Centre one day a week. Debbie remembers the Morningside Rotary Club giving us 
a grant to help with the practical setting up of the Centre.

My dear friend, Beth Yarrow and I, had completed a People Helper Course run at Kenmore 
Baptist Church from which we progressed to a Diploma of Professional Counselling, Australian 
Institute of Professional Counsellors. This was for me at least, the beginnings of a long journey 
with formal Psychology Studies education.

Both Beth and I were part of the team at the Centre along with Conny Biggs who was the 
perfectly skilled person for receptionist duties. Sometimes the clients preferred their tea or 
coffee with Conny than actually coming into the therapy rooms!
Debbie Searle as a counsellor, and Joanne Wolter as a consult for medical supervision when 
needed, were also a valued and much loved part of the team.
We were busy, with Wednesday being the main day of opening hours working on into the night 
when the need arose.
Conny remembers well the referrals from surrounding church groups and from women’s 
shelters. The volume of clients was a real confirmation from us that we were within God’s plan. 
One of the Pastor’s (Rev. Robin McKenzie) mates, was pastoring a church in  the south side of 
Brisbane that quite a few disenfranchised families attended. This pastor was so grateful for 
somewhere to refer his congregational members to. This became such a blessing to us as we 
journeyed with these clients.

I have to acknowledge there were many challenges along the way, and a feeling of permanently 
being in the deep end of the pool. Our enemy the evil one, will oppose zealously God’s children 
being healed and appropriating their wholeness. However this dynamic was overcome by the 
power of God that we witnessed in people’s lives, and the guidance and direct knowledge the 
Holy Spirit would make available to us as Counsellors throughout the therapy sessions.

There are many wonderful stories to be told about God’s deliverance and freedom experienced 
by clients during this time. Sadly for you, but respectfully for the people involved, they are not 
my stories to tell.

Jenny MacKenzie
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Counselling Reports
The Counselling Centre operated at Greenslopes Baptist from 1994 to 2000. Jenny Mackenzie, 
Debbie Searle and Joanne Wolter were the trained Counsellors available. During 1994 there 
were 10 to 12 clients a week whereas the numbers rose up to around 18 to 20 until 1998. Kerry 
Larwill joined the staff in 1996. As Jenny, Joanne and Debbie were not available in 1999 and 
2000, Lorelei from Baptist Community Services used the property one day a week. After that the 
Counselling Centre ceased to exist. While it was available it was of enormous help to most of the 
clients, helping them sort through issues that had been troubling them and allowing them to find 
solutions. God's timing was through it all.
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In 1994 the Ministry of Playtime for parents and children under school age was begun by Conny 
Jackaki (Biggs) with 22 children from 15 families. The structure of the morning was craft, 
morning tea, free play and story time. Jennifer Wrigley came along to help Conny the following 
year and by 1996 a second group with Ruth Larwill as leader was begun on a Friday. In 1998, 
due to the membership changes, the group reverted to a single group meeting in Mondays 
under Jen Wrigley. By 2001 there was a change in membership with younger children and up to 
10 multi-cultural parents. It was decided to run a Parenting Course. Three parents attended in 
2002 and 8 in 2003. Parents enjoyed their time together to such a degree that they met in the 
park over the school holidays. Jennifer concluded in 2005, having led Playtime for 10 years, 
and Judy Scott became leader. During all of this time there was a great deal of support from the 
community.

In 2013, the group changed to a Mainly Music group allowing a greater Christian input from the 
leaders. The children were openly singing about God’s creation and His love. Juanita Skinner 
became joint leader with Judy in 2015. Ladies from the church came to serve morning tea or to 
provide it for others to serve. The parents who came with their children enjoyed the friendships 
made over the time. Mainly music concluded in 2017 as both Judy and Juanita returned to the 
paid work force and there were no volunteers to take on the ministry.

PLAYTIME and MAINLY MUSIC

Parents & children with
 Juanita & Judy (staff)

Lucas & Jasmine enjoying
Mainly Music with a friend
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Prominent Families over the years

A Tribute to Sister Grace (Emily Elizabeth Smith 1889-1964)
Sister Grace’s ministry helped build the Greenslopes Baptist Church in a remarkable way. The 
church’s origin began about 1898. In 1917 David Webster, owner of Webster’s Biscuits, became 
the Sunday School Superintendent. Then Rev. Walter Jarvis visited door to door in the district. 
This resulted in a marked increase in attendance, which required a large tent to be erected on 
vacant land where the present church stands. The official establishment of the Dunellan Baptist 
Church was in November 1920. 

It was in this period that Sister Grace made her appearance and she assisted Mr. Jarvis in the 
district visitation. As a result, seven people came to the Lord, and together with six others 
transferred from nearby churches, formed the foundation membership of the new church. Sister 
Grace’s name was the first on the church roll.  

Before this, in 1910, Sister Grace and her sister Lavinia joined the Aborigines Inland Mission 
(AIM). Both sisters were well suited for the demands of a pioneering faith mission such as AIM. 
However, in 1913, after two years the sisters ended their service for the AIM. It was 25 years 
before AIM were then able to have enduring appointments.  Nothing is known of the origin of the 
name ‘Sister Grace’ but ‘Sister’ seems to have been a common way of referring to women who 
carried out pastoral ministry. For the period of 30 years Sister Grace’s ministry exhibited the 
virtue of her name sake ‘grace.’ She held the positions of church secretary, interim pastor, 
leader of the ladies’ work, Sunday School teacher, Christian Endeavour leader, and other roles.   
   
Christian Endeavour provides a method of conducting youth ministry that trains and equips 
young people for ministry rather than simply doing it for them. CE took up the motto ’For Christ 
and the Church.’ The first Australian Young People’s Society was formed in 1883 in Geelong. 
Officially, Sister Grace was an agent of the Queensland Baptist Home Mission. The somewhat 
inadequate pay given by the Home Mission was probably further supported by the generosity of 
David Webster. 

There were many reports from the church and family telling of her loving care in providing the 
poor and needy with food and clothing, hospital visitations, reading the Bible to the sick and 
dying and in the process leading them to saving faith in Jesus Christ, and welcoming 
newcomers to the district, teaching migrants English from the Bible, and praying for them in their 
need.

Mrs. Keith, wife of the Pastor, remembered Sister Grace as supervisor of the young people’s 
work and the Women’s Union. She said: ‘I was informed that at one of the women’s meetings, 
forty women testified to Sister Grace being responsible for bringing them to the Lord’.

Everywhere throughout the district Sister Grace was a welcome figure, dressed in her distinctive 
long uniform, and recognised as an ‘angel’ as she showed the love of Christ through her words 
and deeds. There were constant signs of continual growth with such reports as more than 20 
Sunday School scholars who had confessed Christ, also eight intermediate Endeavourers, of 
whom three have been baptized. 
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Her parish extended beyond Greenslopes – on some occasions she was linked through the 
Home Mission to the nearby Thompson Estate Church and after the Second World War, she 
had a hand in the new Holland Park church (now Gateway). She was involved in helping to 
establish the long-standing ministry of the Greenslopes church in conducting a food stall at the 
RNA Brisbane Exhibition. After a long and effective ministry, in 1955 Sister Grace and Lavinia 
moved to Sydney, receiving a warm tribute from the Greenslopes Church. Within two years they 
moved back to the Greenslopes district in 1961. Emily died on 13 June 1964 at the age of 75 
and was buried at Mt Gravatt where her gravestone says simply,

 
‘Sister Grace Smith

Called Home 13-6-1964
Until He Come

     1 Thess. 4:16-17’    
  
                

Jim & Marjorie Redlich

Since 1919 the name Redlich has been associated and well known at Greenslopes Baptist 
Church for over one hundred years as Jim’s parents Fred and Maud Redlich were foundation 
members of the Church. Many Redlich family members have served the Lord over the years 
through the ministry of the church, however Jim and Marjorie have served the longest.
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Jim served on the diaconate and as church secretary and remains the longest serving member 
in those roles. He was appointed as an elder for many years until his retirement in 1997. 
Marjorie served as the Ladies Fellowship Leader including Friends and Neighbours and 
diligently packed and posted missionary food parcels to overseas missionaries. They both 
taught Sunday School and led Christian Endeavour.

They were committed to their leadership responsibilities and viewed them as their ministry to the 
Lord serving Him faithfully and with great humility and were highly regarded and loved by the 
members.

Written by Roland and Claire (Redlich) Thorndike.  

James David Conwell.        18.5.1923 – 20.1.2008

Jim started Sunday School at the age of 
4, after his family moved from 
Toowoomba to the worker’s cottage next 
to the church hall in Henry Street.  Jim 
went through all the grades of Sunday 
School right up to young adults, when at 
the age of 19 like most young men his 
age he joined the AIF for WWII. 

In 1944 Jim along with his wife Gwen, 
and with others, went as an outreach 
from the church as founding members 
of the Holland Park Baptist Church (later 
the fellowship moved to accommodate 
expansion and is now known as 
Gateway). Jim and Gwen returned to 
Greenslopes in 1952, along with their 
daughters Rhonda and Lesley.  
Jim was a Deacon for 22 years, he was 
Church Secretary for 2 years and in 
1988 joined the Pastoral Team as an 
Elder where he served for 9 years. 

Sometimes things go unnoticed in our service, Jim and Gwen also prepared the morning 
communion for 21 years.

Jim also loved to study God’s Word and he enjoyed preaching. Over his time, he preached 50 
sermons in church services and taught an adult bible class. He gave devotions at Men’s 
Fellowship, Men’s breakfast and at Friends and Neighbours. He attended the Wednesday prayer 
meetings and sang in the men’s choir. He was a church representative at the Baptist Union 
Assembly meetings for many years.  
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After retiring along with Gwen, he helped in the Baptist Union Office as a volunteer sending out 
the monthly mailings and annual reports. He also helped for many years at Friends and 
Neighbours firstly on the Monday setting up the room and then on Tuesday mixing and mingling 
and helping out in the kitchen and the clean up afterwards.

One of Jim’s favourite Bible passages Ephesians 1: 18-23. His two favourite hymns were Guide 
my O Thou Great Jehovah, and Great is Thy Faithfulness.  

Gwen Conwell.       14.9.1924 – 21.4.2020

Gwen lived all her life within a five-kilometre distance of the Church. She started Sunday School 
at age 5. Gwen did a lot of her Christian training in Christian Endeavour where she went through 
Intermediate and Young People’s CE. In her late teens she started teaching Sunday School.
Along with husband Jim and others she went as an outreach from the Church to become 
founding members of Holland Park Baptist Church (later the fellowship moved to accommodate 
expansion and is now known as Gateway). They returned to Greenslopes Baptist in 1952 when 
their daughters started their journey in the church fellowship. Gwen was a Girls Brigade 
Lieutenant for many years and the company then was large. She would bring at least 12 girls 
from the Holland Park area down in the tram every week. (How times change).     

Gwen was involved in Ladies Fellowship. She was Secretary of the Children’s Homes Auxiliary 
of the Queensland Baptist Women’s Fellowship, representing Greenslopes at monthly meetings. 
Gwen and Jim were also Church representatives at the Union Assembly meetings for many 
years.
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Gwen also did a lot of catering. For many years she cooked at the Lamington Youth Camps, 
monthly youth fellowship teas and also the Baptist Ministers Camps. But for many years, the 
biggest of her catering gigs was being one of the co-ordinators for the church’s exhibition stall  
which was held over 8 days and nights - very tiring and a lot of fun. The stall enabled the church 
to do a lot of the building around the grounds e.g., the kitchen extension in the hall was paid for 
by all the hard work done by all those who got involved. (A wonderful time was had by all !!)

Gwen attended many camps as a participant – Family camps, prayer camps, Deacon and wife’s 
camps and retreats to name just a few. Gwen went to the Baptist Union office twice a month to 
do monthly mailing and to collate the Baptist Union Magazine. Both Gwen and Jim were 
members of Triple A, the senior fellowship group.

Gwen was a Co-ordinator with Friends and Neighbours from its inception and served in this role 
for many years. Gwen and Jim were both humble and did not believe that they did anything 
special; they just loved the Lord with heart, mind and soul. I believe they were both welcomed 
home with “well done my true and faithful servant”.

Lesley Conwell.             1951 – 

I started my Christian journey in Kindergarten at 
Sunday School. I was involved right through to Young 
Adults. I was also involved in Junior and Intermediate 
Christian Endeavour where we were given the 
opportunity to learn, how to pray and speak in front 
of others, simple things that gave us a good 
grounding and courage for later in our Christian walk. 
In my late teens I started teaching Sunday School.

I attended Youth Camps, Fellowship teas, 
participated in Youth Exchanges within the 
denomination and was involved in Youth Group.

As a child I was a member of our Girls Brigade 
Company, I have to admit that I did not enjoy it.   My 
love of Brigade came as an adult when I became 
Section 1 leader of our 3rd Brisbane Boys Brigade 
company (these were the younger boys of the 
company). 

As well as leading our company, I went on to be Divisional Director and State Director of the 
Section 1 boys.  After taking a break I became Captain of our 2nd Brisbane Girls Brigade company 
which I did for a few years. As you can see by 2nd and 3rd, our companies were founding members 
of the Brigade movement in Brisbane and Queensland. We had a huge family involvement in 
Brigade, my mother, sister, uncles and cousins all had leadership roles.
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I served as a Deacon for several terms, and was Church Secretary for 3 years. I was church 
bulletin editor for many years. I was one of a group of 4 who started Kidzone which at that stage  
was a new and innovative way to teach children about our wonderful Lord and Saviour. It was a 
modern way to teach kids getting away from the old Sunday School concept.

Even though I am attending another fellowship now because I have moved out of the area, 
Greenslopes will always be my spiritual home. It is where I came to know the Lord and 
start my journey of growth in Him, a journey that will keep on going until I meet Him face 
to face.

Ham, Bickmore families

Early in 1942 Arthur E. Bickmore and his wife Ethel, together with Gwen & Allan Ham (daughter 
and son-in-law) transferred their membership from Vulture Street Baptist Church (South 
Brisbane/Southbank/Woolloongabba) to Greenslopes Baptist Church, together with Gwen & 
Allan’s small daughter, Valerie. A second daughter, Jeanette, was born soon after.

Allan joined up with the RAAF serving in WWII in several Australian RAAF bases. During the pre-
embarkment course his heart was damaged and this led to his medical discharge prior to the end 
of the War. From then on his health was such he could no longer be in ministry the way he had 
been in the past, though he was still a lay preacher. In 1951 he suffered a stroke and a week later 
the Lord called him Home at the age of 38.

A.E. Bickmore (as he was known) was an early graduate in the fledgling Baptist Theological 
College and pastored churches at Fairfield and Mount Morgan. With this background he was a 
stalwart Deacon at Greenslopes, mentor and, on occasions, preacher. He died in 1956 after a 
battle with cancer, during which he was hospitalised for 6 months. Testimony was given by many 
that while they visited him to minister to him, they were, in fact ministered to by Mr. Bickmore.

Valerie, growing up in the Greenslopes Church, was a Sunday School Teacher and Life Boy 
(Boys’ Brigade) Leader. She and Howard Thurkettle, also in the Youth Group, went to Bible 
College as an engaged couple, and after their marriage and the birth of their first daughter went to 
Mt. Hagen in P.N.G. to work with the Baptist Church there. They were there for 5 years and 
returned with their 3 children, serving again in Greenslopes before moving further out from the 
greater Brisbane area and so their ministry moved to other churches.

Arthur & Ethel Bickmore
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Allan & Gwen Ham with Valerie & Jeanette

Gwen Ham taught Sunday School and was involved in the Ladies’ Fellowship including serving 
as Vice-President and representing Greenslopes at the Baptist Home Mission Auxiliary. She was 
always a great support to Jeanette in her ministries. She entered Care Facility at Victoria Point in 
her mid 90s and passed away in 2012 at the age of 99 years and 6 months, still a member and 
financial supporter of Greenslopes. She had been a member for 70 years.

Jeanette served in many areas during her 75 years of active membership, including Sunday 
School teacher, Life Boy Leader, Youth Leader, choir member and organist, as well as Deacon, 
Church Treasurer and Secretary. She is still in membership though now living in a Retirement 
Village in Victoria Point.

Monica Schiller 
‘I remember Len Maycock, but more so Dorothy as GB Captain, Peter Horrell – his family, Wayne 
Weiler, Doug Cran and Rob Mackenzie. With all of them I remember strong sermons based on 
the Bible. I remember, going through the Bible, to read the verses. While not directly related to 
these pastors, I fondly remember the evening services and ‘sharing time’ - how often Rupert 
Frewin would get up and give uplifting and encouraging messages, especially to the youth group.
I remember being baptized and hitting my head on the side (resulting in an egg- shaped bruise!). 
No one told me to bend my knees, so fulfilling everyone’s comments “I’ll never forget my 
baptism.” I remember the youth exchange to Boonah-Kalbar, and how our youth group was an 
outreaching group, supporting other youth groups.
I remember helping with the babies and toddlers, looking after them during church, helping with 
teaching at Sunday School under the capable and ever positive Jeanette Ham.
Most of all I remember the sense of being part of and belonging in the church family. For 
someone who had no family links (except my sister) this was monumental and I’m sure it 
benefited my self-worth and esteem by feeling loved by many different members. Jesus is love 
and accepts everyone, and this was demonstrated by so many in that church body.’  Monica 
Schiller 
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REV. MARKS- the later years

For interest, included here are some photos and a cutting from Rev. Marks life after leaving 
Greenslopes.

Wedding photo of Ken and Jennifer

Rev. Marks at the Woollongong  60th Anniversary April 1992
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YEAR PASTOR SECRETARY OFFICE/
PASTORAL 
ASSISTANT

1920-25 Rev. Isaac Bugg C.W.Yarrow

1926-32 Rev. E. V. Keith As above

1932- 34 Rev. R. Horn As above

1935-36 Rev.C.G.W.Moon As above

1936-42 Rev. E.F. Heather As above

1942-45 Rev. J. J. English As above

1945-48 Rev. A.
Paton-Dawson &

 Rev. A.D. Shaw

As above

1948-56 Rev. E. V. Marks As above

1957 Rev.G. McKechnie As above

APPENDIX A
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YEAR PASTOR SECRETARY OFFICE/
PASTORAL 
ASSISTANT

1957-59 Rev.A. H. Hawley M. Jones

1959 Rev. G. Watkins As above

1960 Rev. N. Kirkwood As above

1961 Rev. J. H. Bird As above

1961-72 Rev. R. Nowlan
1966-68 Belle 
MacMahon 
(deaconess)

62-64 B. Brinkley

65 J. Redlich

69   F. Clausen 

1973 Rev. F. Williams J. Redlich

1974-79 Rev. L. Maycock As above 79- N. Noyes 
(Time for God 
worker)

1980-83 Rev. P. Horrell 80 I. Yarrow

S. Moore 
(assistant)

1984 83- 86 J. Redlich 
 - Elder
S. Knott (Wight) 
– Intern 

S. Moore 84-86 
L.Watkins (PA)
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YEAR PASTOR SECRETARY OFFICE/PASTORAL 
ASSISTANT

1985 Rev. Wayne Weiler (Interim) S. Moore

1986 - 1990
Rev. D. Cran
Rev. R.Mackenzie
89- J. Johnson & P. Sweetman 
(interns)

86 S. Moore
87 J. Conwell
88 S. Hold
90 J. Redlich

1991-95 Rev.R. MacKenzie 
92 J. Redlich, J.Conwell, R. Conwell 
(Elders)

91-92 
J. Redlich

93-95
S. Larwill

1996 - 97 Rev.R. MacKenzie 
Pastor K. Larwill (Associate)
J. Redlich, J. Conwell, R. Conwell, 
S. Larwill (Elders)

I. Yarrow

1998 Rev. R Mckenzie
S. Larwill, I. Yarrow (Elders)
Rev. G. Jones (Interim)

M. Larwill M. Bushnell (Youth 
worker)

1999 Rev. G. Jones (Interim) S. Larwill

2000-2019 Rev. G. Jones
00-06 S.Larwill, B. Laing (Elders)
07 - S.Larwill, B. Laing, B. Mathison 
(Elders)
08- 13 R. Walker, B. Mathison 
(Elders)
14- R. Walker, B. Mathison, J. 
Dwyer (Elders)
15-19 R. Walker, J. Dwyer (Elders)

00-02 
L. Conwell
03 – 14
 J. Ham
15 D. Ham

17 M. Scott
(Administrator)
19 E. Walker

01 
R. & S. Thompson
(Youth Workers)

08 S. Gellatley (PA)

09-19
B. Cazzulino (PA)

2020-21 Rev. R. Benson (interim)
20-21 R. Walker, J. Dwyer (Elders)

E. Walker 20  B. Cazzulino

20-21  N. Tecson
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APPENDIX B

Year Membership Baptisms

1958 (Rev. Hawley) 15 members from GBC 
to Majestic Park to start 
fellowship

8

1959 10

1960 (Rev. Kirkwood) 7

1963 (Rev. Nowlan) Majestic Park 36

1964 140 (GBC) + 49 (MP)

1965 134 (GBC) + 58 (MP)

1967 136

1968 140

1969 144

1971 131

1972 133

1973 (Rev. Williams) 138

1974 (Rev. Maycock) 133
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Year Membership Baptisms

1975 133

1976 138

1977 140 5

1978 113 2

1979 114 5

1980 (Rev Horrell) 123 18

1981 134 12

1982 131 4

1983 125 13

1984 (Rev Weiler) 108 3

1985 115 8

1986 (Rev D. Cran & 
R. Mackenzie)

120 5

1988 123 4
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Year Membership Baptisms

1989 119 1

1990 130 7

1991 (Rev MacKenzie) 114

1992 118 6

1993 118 3

1994 114 5

1995 107 0

1996 93 4

1997 93 3

1998 95 4

1999 (Rev Jones) 61

2000 69

2001 74
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Year Membership Baptisms

2002 76

2003 77 2

2004 86 1

2005 88 1

2008 78 8

2009 85 7

2012 88

2014 74 4

2015 77 9

2017 69
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