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Greenslopes Baptist Church 

Series: Answers to life’s difficult questions 

Question 11 “How can I prevent the past from sabotaging my 
future?” 

Anniversaries are an opportunity to intentionally refocus 
Philippians 3:13-14 

 The Apostle Paul is laser-focused on the race, the goal, and the finish line of 
his journey of faith. Like an Olympian runner, he does not turn back to dwell 
on his failures or character flaws or past successes. Forgetting what is behind, 
Paul looks forward resolutely toward the final victory lap when he will see 
the face of Jesus Christ.  

 Paul trained his eyes on a vision of his Master welcoming him home to 
heaven to receive his reward saying,  

"Well done, good and faithful servant. Enter into your reward!" 
 Matthew 25:2. 
 
Paul was totally sold on going all out for Christian maturity 
1 Corinthians 2:3-5 
 
Paul also called the Philippians and all future Bible readers to diligently strive with 
every spiritual muscle to pursue forward momentum in their Christian lives. 
 
Paul was totally sold out on offloading anything that holds his spiritual progress 
back 
The author of the book of Hebrews echoes Paul's words with a similar 
encouragement in Hebrews 12:1-2 
 
Paul was totally sold out on receiving his heavenly prize not the plaudits of 
humans 
1 Corinthians 9:24–27 

Paul exhorted to every believer to always live intentionally at all times 

https://www.learnreligions.com/all-about-apostle-paul-701056
https://www.learnreligions.com/profile-of-jesus-christ-701089
https://www.learnreligions.com/book-of-philippians-701040
https://www.learnreligions.com/book-of-hebrews-701032
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Be encouraged by Paul's emphasis here on forgetting the past—forgetting what is 
behind—and straining forward to what lies ahead. Paul’s tells us- Don't 
let yesterday's failures, successes or attitudes derail us from the goal of our upward 
call of God in Christ. Press on for the gold medal prize until you meet the Lord Jesus 
at the finish line. His ministry attested to the reality that this exhortation applied 
to his personal, church and ministry life.  

Back to the present and to Greenslopes Baptist Church 
Today we recognize that Greenslopes Baptist Church is officially 101 years old. We 
acknowledge God has worked powerfully through the church over these years – 
especially in the earlier ones. We recognize that in recent years for a number of 
different reasons that have been alluded to over the last 2 years, the impact of the 
church has seriously diminished compared to its former years of glory despite the 
outreach efforts of a small number of people. There are great challenges ahead for 
the church. These challenges can be met, for the church has many assets.  
 

However, just as Paul has given us a salutary reminder of the fragility of our faith, 
that we should never take it for granted, we should never take our eyes off the ball, 
we should never be distracted or detoured, we need to be open to the change 
required for personal sanctification and for ongoing church advancement.   

Just as every human being has a natural life cycle of birth, life (with all its various 
stages) and death, so too every church has a natural life cycle. And if the church 
wants to continue on, it must be cognizant of these stages and make ongoing and 
continual adjustments to preserve the life of God in and through itself.   

The life cycle of the church 

Stage 1 Mission   
The church begins as a mission 
  
Stage 2 Organization/Organism  
The church grows and morphs into an organization. 
 
Stage 3 Monument  
Unless the church again becomes missional it begins to decline and atrophy, 
morphing now into a monument.  
 

https://www.learnreligions.com/samson-and-delilah-700215
https://www.learnreligions.com/god-the-father-701152
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The local church is God’s hope for the world, if and only if the church again returns 
back to mission to a lost world in a contemporary way, encouraging its people to 
listen to Holy Spirit and encouraging them to reach out to friends and neighbors, 
work mates, and social contact.  

Conditions for church growth and health 

1. Christ centredness and Holy Spirit empowerment 
2. A compelling desire to grow 
3. A willingness to pay the price 
4. A focus on growth principles – not on prejudice 
5. Removal of obstacles to growth 
6. Observance of biblical principles and priorities 

- Strong committed visionary leadership  

- Focus on the four biblical priorities - upward, inward and outward and 

forward (John 13, John 17)   

- Apostolic leaders train, equip and release the people for their ministry 

(Ephesians 4:11-16)  

These are the aspects that our Leadership Team have been working on intentionally 

over the last 2 years despite the interruptions of the Covid 19 pandemic. 

 

Anniversaries are an opportunity to respond to God’s call to “move” 

God’s call to move is powerfully outlined in the Bible stories contained in Exodus, 
Deuteronomy and Joshua 

Throughout the biblical account of the Exodus God challenges His people to live 
intentionally through ongoing obedience to His Word and directions. 
Deuteronomy 30:18-20 
 
We also see this same challenge issued to Joshua when he took over from Moses, 
the  leadership of the Israelites  
Joshua 1:7-9  

 

How wrongly focusing on the Past Sabotages the future 
Focusing too much on the past, on how things “used to be” keeps us from moving 

forward and experiencing something better that God intends for us. When we are 

trying to make changes in our lives and things get difficult, we long to return to 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+30%3A18-20&version=TLV
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what is familiar–even if it was terrible. We innately prefer the comfort of what we 

know to the anxiety induced by the transition. But if we return to the familiar, we’ll 

never maximize our potential or embrace the promises of God. Focusing too much 

on the past sabotages your future. 
 

The church is a living organism...a body with personality which is alive and 

breathing and feeling and acting and, yes, suffering and sorrowing and bleeding, 

and in constant need of healing and restoration...both individually and corporately. 

It is people, living and loving and learning and labouring, leading and following, 

together...for the glory of Christ. It is an agitating force, a pricking conscience, a 

sword of opposition, and a stinging salt solution of conviction with the purpose of 

causing men and women and children caught up in Satan’s world system to be 

aware of their sin and their need of a Saviour. Its head is Christ, its direction is 

Christ’s Word, its power is His Spirit. Christ is responsible to build His church. We are 

to be co-workers, by making sure that every action and motive conforms to His 

Word and will.  

Pastor John Macarthur Jnr 
 

Prayer 

 

For Reflection and Discussion 

1. Read through the note outline looking up the various listed passages  

2. If you were to write an honest and candid spiritual eulogy of your life what 

would it say? What would you like it to say? 

3. On a scale of 1 (poor) to 10 (very strong) how would you rate your spiritual 

life on the dimensions of “intentionality” and “commitment and obedience 

to God’s leading”. Explain. 

4. What needs to be changed in your life and in your service at GBC in order to 

make greater impact for the kingdom of God? 

5. Spend time in prayer recommitting to God and His purposes for your life 

and in praying for the future of GBC. 

 


